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acceptance of its unregulated development: today's modernism actually lies in
devising new regulations.

This holds at international level, by way of a single example.

In the field of trade, we need transparent institutions and social as well as
environmental regulations: therein lies the challenge that awaits future
negotiations at the WTO.

In the financial area, we need to fight banking and fiscal paradises, off-shore
centres or speculative funds.

In the economic area, we must coordinate our policies so as to encourage
growth, development and progress.

Indeed, the SI has submitted proposals along these lines: the reform of the role
played by the IMF and the World Bank, a reduction - partially accomplished - of
the debt accrued by the poorest countries, a consolidation of the UN's role and
the creation, within the UN, of an Economic Security Council.

But true modernism goes still further.

True modernism means struggling in defence of growth without inequalities.
We must never resign ourselves to a world in which the assets held by a few
hundred individuals are larger than the annual income of almost half the world’s
population.

We must not simply accept a world in which several hundred million men and
women live in the direst poverty, lacking food and water. On the dawn of the
twenty-first century we refuse to let this situation continue.

For this reason we have come together within the Socialist International. For
this same reason we are convinced that modernism lies not in a passive stance,
but rather in the exercise of will.

A will for political action, the will of citizens, of those militants directly
involved in the struggle towards a world more fair and just and a more humane
society.

Dear comrades, henceforth you face an absorbing challenge, that of offering
every human being those conditions and opportunities for development that will
allow them a free choice on their future. Democratic socialism has placed the
human being and shaping the destiny of humankind at the heart of its work.

A rejection of the workings of fate, of misery, of injustice, of oppression, of
fundamentalism of any sort, has through the years defined our identity, and
comprise the foundation of our values. They have all transcended our struggle,
thus providing a universal nature to our identity.

Tomorrow, when I leave the presidency of the Socialist International, I will
quote Leén Blum's words from 1941, written in the darkest depths of horror, and
drawn from his great work ‘A I'échelle humaine’: 'When man is confused and
loses heart, he need only think of Humanity'.




