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must now be seen in the context of a completely different kind of world order. The 
previous expansions involved economic integration of western European countries only. 
Since 1989, any talk of deepening and enlarging the Community must take into account 

14 the aspirations of the central and eastern European countries to become market-oriented
democracies and the special role of the United States of America and the Soviet Union in 
this whole process. 

For the central and eastern European countries, the whole post-war structure is 
breaking up. They have lost one of their trading partners through German reunification; 
they have lost their protected trade relationships with each other and with the Soviet 
Union through the dissolution of Comecon, and their security situation has changed 
completely through the dissolution of the Warsaw Pact. The Community has a double 
task to fulfil: assisting the process of democratisation and the building of market-oriented 
economies in the central and easterri European countries.and at the same time supporting 
perestroika and glasnost in the Soviet Union without disturbing the balance of European 
security. 

The Community is developing a policy of special association agreements - the Europe 
Agreements - with the central and eastern European countries, in the first instance 
Poland, Hungary and Czechoslovakia. Economic and political reform will need time. 
Although one could argue that membership of the EC would impose a political control 
on the risks of fragmentation and instability inherent in the reform process, taking these 
countries into membership at this time would not only create insurmountable economic 
and social problems for the states concerned, but could also lead to the Community's 
disintegration into a 'trans-european economic area', unravelling into nothing more 
than a free-trade zone. That is not the kind of 'Common European Home' we want to 
build. 

The Europe Agreements seek to link the new democracies of central and eastern Europe 
to the Community in an evolutionary process of interdependence. They are aimed at 
taking account of each country's needs and development and at promoting the domestic 
adjustments necessary during a transition period, so that they can reach the appropriate 
srnge for full membership over a number of years. There must be a special place for 
political dialogue with these countries, and their desire to become full members of the 
European political union should be clearly recognised. 

The August revolution in the USSR made it quite clear that these association agreements 
should be concluded very soon and although there are some difficulties in opening the 
EC market for sensitive products such as steel and textiles, I believe that we should be able 
to conclude and implement the association agreements for Poland, Czechoslovakia and 
Hungary by the end of this year. These agreements should also include a long-term 
perspective of full membership, as these countries' economies gradually fulfil the 
conditions. The Community should offer the same type of association agreement to 
Bulgaria and Romania. Albania and the three new Baltic States should be added to the 
PHARE (Poland Hungary Aid for Reconstruction of the Economy) Programme and 
association or cooperation agreements negotiated also with them. 

As for the USSR itself, the Community should certainly continue its food aid and its 
technical assistance considering the internal political developments taking place there. 

Finally, some remarks on other applications: future membership for Malta and Cyprus 
does not seem to pose any great difficulty, but again raises the question of the efficiency 
of the present decision-making system in a larger Community. 

It is the opinion of the Commission that Turkey falls within the category of countries 
where economic adjustment policies need a very long period before they reach the 
development level necessary to enter the 'acquis communautaire'. 

The European Community's aim of becoming the cornerstone of the new European 
structure is a bold one. Only an efficient decision-making process can further European 
integration. Only a European political union can live up to the challenge of the 
development of the central and eastern European countries into democratic and market
oriented economies. Only a firm European monetary and political union can fulfil its role 
in the new European structure and the new world order emerging in this last decade of 
the 20th century. I hope that European leaders will be able to take the historic decisions 
necessary by the end of this year. ■ 



PROFILE 

Socialist Affairs considers the leader of 

Estonia's thriving Social Democrats 

Lauristin is a big political name in Estonia but, 
by family agreement and very peacefully, the 
Lauristin statue was removed last year from the 
road in front of the foreign ministry in Tallinn. 

Johannes Lauristin, fatherofMarju Lauristin, 
was a communist who had spent 14 years in 
prison from 1924, was killed while fleeing the 
German occupiers in 1941 and was 
commemorated as a hero. His daughter, born 
in 1940, scarcely saw and cannot remember 
the man who devoted his life to communism 
and was lionised in the period from the 1940s 
to 1991 when the country was under So.viet 
control. 

Union, even for visits to other Comecon 
countries. 

The definitive break with the old regime 
came in the middle of 1988 when a political 
appeal backed by Lauristin on television led to 
demonstrations agains Vaino, the formation 
of a broad-based Popular Front and the eventual 
declaration of independence towards the end 
of that year. Independence, Estonian style, 
differed from that proclaimed, say, in Lithuania 
to the south in being more cautious. Lithuania's 
tough line towards Moscow could not be 
replicated in an Estonia where after successive 
waves of immigration some 40 per cent of the 
population was ethnically Russian. 

Marju Lauristin's new career took off in the 
spring of 1989 when, as leader of the Popular 
Front, she was elected to the Supreme Soviet in 
Moscow. At that time the Estonians were 

Marju Lauristin, who today is chair of the 
Estonian Social Democratic party, the Socialist 
International member party in the 
northernmost Baltic republic, and deputy 
speaker of the Estonian assembly in Tallinn, 
has grown up with communism. Her mother 
Olga was, like her father, a member of the party 
and was also imprisoned for her politics. For 
years Marju Lauristin herself was a communist. 

MARJU 
LAURISTIN 

seeking approval for a union treaty which 
would allow some sort of looser federation of 
the states within the USSR, a measure which 
looked reasonable at the time but which was 
soon to be superseded. Now all that is behind the professor of the 

Institute ofJ ournalism who works beside her husband 
Peeter at the University ofTartu, the principal city of 
the interior of Estonia. 

Estonia's 50 years of annexation by the 
neighbouring Soviet Union are over. Towards the 
end of August the parliament in Tallinn voted for 
independence 'With this declaration', Marju 
Lauristin said at the time, 'we have ended the period 
of transition and have decided that we are ready to 
act as an independent state'. 

As the vote was taken she, as a close student of 
politics in Moscow, kept her eye on the leader of the 
Russian Federation. 'Boris Yeltsin is the key', she 
stated, 'We'll be nearer to independence than ever 
once we get formal recognition from Yeltsin'. In the 
event the country's sovereignty was recognised by 
all the authorities in Moscow in September this year 
and this small country is once again independent. 

Marju Lauristin joined the Communist Party in 
the late 1960s when in the light of the events of the 
Prague Spring it seemed that marxism-leninism could 
put on a human 'Euro-communist' face. Those hopes 
were disappointed but she did not quit. It took the 
policy of 'Russification' pursued by Estonian 
Communist leader Karl Vaino to persuade her to 
protest. In 1980, she was one of 40 Estonian 
intellectuals who made their protest against the 
policy and the edging out of the Estonian language 
from use in shops and offices. For that offence she 
was for years denied permission to leave the Soviet 

Elections in Estonia itself in 1990 gave the Popular 
Front 43 of the 104 seats in the assembly, making it 
the largest group, and Lauristin obtained the deputy 
speakership. 

The re-establishment of social democratic values 
in Estonia had come earlier that year when 
representatives of various Nordic and other 
democratic socialist parties came together at a forum 
in Tartu, an event which led to the unification of the 
four strands of Estonian democratic socialism, 
including that represented by the exiled party of the 
Socialist Union of Central and Eastern Europe, SUCEE. 
The culmination of the process came in October last 
year when the SI Council, meeting in New York, 
decided to revitalise the Estonian Social Democratic 
Party's membership of the International. At the New 
York meeting Lauristin paid special tribute to 
Johannes Mihkelson who had for long kept the flag 
of Estonian socialism flying in exile and forecast, 
accurately, that the restoration of her party's 
membership in the International would foreshadow 
Estonia's entry to the United Nations - a prediction 
fulfilled in September this year. 

Her priority in the party now is to build up the 
membership and organisation. In a country where 
for decades membership of the only party which was 
allowed was seen as evidence of opportunism and 
self-seeking, it is often difficult to persuade Estonians 
that party membership can be an expression of 
political idealism. 
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legal and practical experience), the European Community or elsewhere? 
Would it be out of the question to send a group of outstanding personalities or 

independent experts on fact-finding missions? 
Is there no room, either today or in the future, for machinery based to some extent on 19

that of the European Convention on Human Rights, to be used in situations of minority 
tension in cases where the rights expressly safeguarded by the Convention are not at issue 
or where states that are not members of the Council of Europe are involved? 

These are a few of the questions that I feel need to be raised at this juncture. We are 
looking for effective and acceptable solutions. It is far from easy. But I recall what Bronislaw 
Geremek said recently: 'Every country can be judged by how it treats its minorities'. And 
I would add that Europe will be judged on how it solves its minority problems. What is 
at stake is our humanist principles as well as our stability and unity. ■

A EUROPEAN CHARTER FOR REGIONAL 

OR MINORITY LANGUAGES 

The Council of Europe is discussing proposals for a European 
Charter for regional or minority languages based on a text 
originating from its Standing Conference of Local and Regional 

· Authorities, CLRAE.
The Charter's main objective is cultural. It is designed to protect

and promote the preservation of regional and minority languages
as a threatened aspect of Europe's cultural heritage. This would go
beyond the simple prohibition of discrimination set out in the
European Human Rights Convention, providing for measures of
active support for minority languages, aimed at ensuring their use
in education and the media and in judicial and administrative
settings, economic and social life and cultural activities.

The Charter aims to protect regional or minority languages, not
linguistic minorities. This may seem an artificial distinction, but it
is in fact a realistic approach. The delicate problem of how much
autonomy should be granted to ethnic minorities is avoided by
placing the emphasis on the cultural dimension. This should make
it easier for the Charter to be accepted even by states which take
the view that there are no 'minorities' on their territory. The 
Charter does not therefore seek directly to establish any individual
or collective rightsforthe speakers of regional or minority languages. 
Nevertheless, the signatory states' commitments with regard to
the status of these languages and the domestic legislation which
they would be committed to introducing in compliance with the
Charter would have an obvious effect on the situation of the
communities concerned and their individual members.
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PARLIAMENTARY DIARY 

AUTUMN IN IRELAND 

When the autumn resumption of the Dail beckons, 
the evening sky behind my home in Galway is 
moving through its most spectacular show of violets, 
ambers, golds, reds and greys. My constituency 
problems are activated by the autumn re
opening of what is correctly called the 'school 
year', as opposed to a renewal of educational 
experience. I have, perhaps with jaundiced 
experience, come to see the early years of 
primary education in every European country 
as something more appropriate for the breaking 
of a horse's spirit than any releasing of 
creativity, not to speak - as I once believed - of 
an encounter with the imagination. 

For many years I was an education 
spokesperson with ideas about a gentle and 
humanising pedagogy. Now I realise that some 
socialists - I beg pardon, social democrats -
have long since ceased talking about anything 
as soft as imagination. 

Now I am a foreign affairs spokesperson, 
member of dozens of committees, patron of a 
raft of good causes. I am on the train from the west 
of Ireland once or twice a week. The journey takes 
almost three hours across the only uninteresting 
terrain in our island - its flat, boggy and racecourse
infested centre. 

My secretary of some years ago claimed she got 
sick from the thud of sound of the train as background 
to my audio dictation tapes. I was not quite 
convinced, but it was such a good story I desisted. 

I work on the train: constituency letters, about 250 
a week, speeches, Dail questions, Party meetings ... 

I have also written poems on the train. About half 
of my recent collection was written on the train. 

This is not accidental. On a train or a plane I 
experience a certain loosening away from the ties of 
space and time. One's mind can fly back and forth. 

This autumn is different. I have spent most of the 
summer watching developments in the Soviet Union, 
the Baltic, Yugoslavia. So have most people. What 
strikes me most, however - given I suppose my 
different existences as a poet, a politician, an academic 
- is the loss of language, the new intolerance, the
assault on ideas themselves, the vulgar abuse of the
pragmatic ...

As a new term breaks, I steal myself to listen to the 
three parties of the right in our parliament trumpet 
the death of socialism. In the media old socialists are 
being sought for interview as something akin to 
surviving dinosaurs. Photos of Lenin's statue on the 

Michael D 
Higgins 

Michael D 

Higgins is the 

Labour 

Member of 

the Irish Dail 

for Galway

West and 

Labour 

foreign affairs 
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ground in one Republic after another fill our 
newspapers. Everybody welcomes the new freedom 
from statism, authoritarian centralism. I wrote against 
it myself and was attacked for it. Now I note there is 

a danger, particularly in social democratic 
circles, in describing oneself as a socialist, 
which I am. Representing, as I do, a west-of
Ireland constituency, I am the nearest 
European socialist to the United States. 
The new intolerance, the collapse of nerve, 
the abandonment of values, the elevation of 
the market to a point way above its 
instrumental use - all these weigh on the 
heart of somebody who in the 1960s, with 
others, fought for the right to teach the full 
complexity of things, including the insights 
of marxism. 
Our few parliamentary committees have been 
meeting continuously, apart from August. 
Before our re-opening of formal parliamentary 
session in October some of the sub-committees 
on secondary legislation of the European 

Community will have produced reports. The deluge 
of draft directives and proposals is far too great for 
our resources in terms of staff, research and reporting. 

It fits into the category, I reluctantly conclude, of 
the massaged illusion. We could not bear to believe 
we had not got democracy. Yet we are denied the 
means of making it immanent in our lives and the 
lives of others. 

From now on, I will be in Dublin from Tuesday 
morning to Thursday night. We will have many late 
sittings until midnight. The ministers will answer 
questions about three times each for about 90 
minutes. We will begin anticipating the Budget ... 

My mailbag has many invitations. I believe I will 
go North soon. Many in the Irish Repubic seem 
weary of their very own conflict in the North of our 
island. 

Are a few social democrats getting weary of standing 
for fundamental values? I hope not. While we wait 
to find out, it would be reassuring to find the 
tolerance we should have to a broad left in evidence, 
to agree that there is now an even more dangerous 
right that should engage our common and generously 
wide oposition. A leap of imagination is required. 

Michael D Higgins' book of poems, 'Betrayal', was 
published in November 1990. His next volume, 'Seasons 

of Fire', will appear in the spring of 1992. 
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■ 

On 9 October Leopold Sedar 
Senghor, former president of 
Senegal and an honorary 
president of the Socialist 
International, celebrated his 
85th birthday. In a message to 
Senghor, SI President Willy 
Brandt and Secretary General 
Luis Ayala joined their tribute 
to the many honours given to 
Senghor during his long career 
as politician and writer. 

■ 

Victor Manuel Valle is the 
new general secretary of the 
National Revolutionary 
Movement, MNR, of El Salvador. 
At its Extraordinary National 
Convention held on 24 August in 
San Salvador, the party elected 
Valle to succeed Guillermo Ungo 
who died in February. The 
convention also elected a new 
national executive and officers. 

Victor Valle, a former student 
leader and later an academic and 
trade unionist, had been active in 
the MNR since the 1960s. Since 
1981 he had worked as an 
education expert for the 
Organisation of American States, 
OAS, based in Washington DC. 

Interviewed during a recent trip 
to Europe, Valle spoke of the 
current crucial transition period in 
El Salvador and his party's 
immediate aim of establishing its 
identity in national political life 
after the years of exile and terror. 

■ 

Gerard Fuchs has replaced 
Pierre Guidoni as national 
secretary for international 

relations of the French Socialist 
Party. Formerly party secretary for 
�uropean affairs and security, he 
1s also a Member of the European 
Parliament and is already well 
known to many in the Socialist 
International. 

■ 

Taieb Sahbani has been 
elected secretary general of the 
Socialist and Democratic 
Interafrican. Sahbani was formerly 
responsible for international 
relations in the Constitutional 
Democratic Assembly, RCD, 
Tunisia. Sadok Fayala, 
Sahbani's predecessor as secretary 
general of the Interafrican, has 
been designated secretary of state, 
for African Affairs in the Tunisian 
government. 

■ 

At an extraordinary congress of 
the Social Democratic Party of 
Japan on 30-31 July Makoto 
Tanabe (right) was installed as 
party leader, following his election 
two weeks before in a ballot of 
some 83,000 party members. He 
replaces Takako Doi, who resigned 

from the leadership after the 
party's disappointing results in 
local elections in April (see 2/91, 
page 61). Tanabe, 69, represents 
the party's right wing and is seen 
as a reformist. He is a former trade 
union leader with 30 years service 
as a member of parliament, where 
he was latterly responsible for the 
SDPJ's relations with other parties. 

■ 

PEOPLE 

■ 
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WOMEN & POLITICS 
Women in Japan 

company called 'Seito' (Blue Stockings) and published periodicals for women writers and 
poets. She advocated a revolution in women's thoughts, looking back to the era when 
\ Vo man was the Sun. She said: 'in ancient times, Woman was the Sun, but now Woman 
is the Moon, she reflects other people's light'. She tried to awake women from their long 
sleep and from submission to men. At the same time, the so-called poetess-laureate of 
modern Japan, Akiko Yosano, predicted the future sexual revolution in her work 'The day 
when mountains will move'. In her later poetry, she showed her interest in social affairs 
and wrote courageous poems appealing against war. 

Raicho Hiratsuka formed the first practical feminist organisation to demand women's 
political rights together with another leading suffragist, Fusae Ichikawa, who served 
longer than any in the feminist movement and was a member of the House of Councillors 
for some 30 years after World War II. 

Later, Japan plunged into war, the Manchurian Incident, a war with China that lasted 
longer than World War II. The long-cherished aspiration for women's votes in this 
country was finally realised with the surrender of the Japanese army to the Allied Forces 
in 1945. 

At the end of 1945, the electoral law was revised and for the first time in our history 
women got the right to vote and to be elected. During the almost 30 years since they got 
the vote, women have experienced 13 general elections for the House of Representatives 
(Lower House) and 11 national elections for the House of Councillors (Upper House). 
Although the voting rates of women have exceeded those of men in almost every 
election, the number of women elected has been quite small and the percentage of 
women elected hopelessly low, less than two per cent in the Lower House and about six 
per cent in the Upper House. The situation has been worst at local level. Women were 
keener to exercise their newly-granted right to vote than to be elected as members of the 
decision-making bodies of their own society, and to make an effort to improve their own 
status and enhance their daily life and well-being. They were not fully aware of their 
energies or of the meaning of politics. They had the idea that 'politics is a men's world'. 

1922, meeting of New 

Women's Association, the 

first political meeting held 

by women leaders 
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