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an eventual implosion of whole societies. And geo-political factors, even after the end 
of the Cold War, cannot be put aside, especially when conflicts between foreign 
powers are played out between African belligerants provided with weapons from 
foreign sources. 

Whose stability is it therefore? For whom and why is it conceived? In our case, the 
recent 20 per cent rise in the price of bread in response to the laws of the market and 
the devaluation of the CFA franc may ensure that profits are untouched but attacks 
the purchasing power of the majority of people. The stability of some can be the 
destabilisation of others. Some go so far as to give a higher priority to stability than to 
democracy itself. But the absence of democracy is the principal obstacle to peace, since 
the lack of participation divorces the people from their problems and takes all 
responsibility away from them; to the point that they feel indifferent to palace 
revolutions played out among the elites. The crisis of the state kept under the control 
of one party or one leader is at the heart of African instability. The absence of the right 
to dissent means the absence of peace. Unable to express itself through the weapons 
of argument, opposition has recourse to the argument of weapons. 

One must also take into account the crisis of nationhood - a problem which is 
almost always overlooked. Civil society as a whole, including the opposition and 
ethnic minorities, must always have a voice in the running of the state and the 
conduct of the nation. But where is the nation? The lack of response to that crucial 
question is one of the principal sources of insecurity. Forcing the African nation into 
the framework of a national state within colonial frontiers is to negate a basic trans
African citizenship which often coincides with history, society and culture. 

9 
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Gorbachev and not even the Russian parliament ratified it. The only thing the Russian 
deputies did was to declare the elections in the autumn of 1991 in Chechnya illegal, 
arguing that they had been falsified and that in reality only 10 per cent of the 
population had voted for Dudayev. 

Evidence published in The White Book, Chechnya 1991-1995 - facts, document and 
testimony prepared by the public relations department of the Russian Federal 
Counter-Espionage Service, a work of propaganda· - shows that that argument was 
untrue. It quotes General Sokolov, commander of the troops in the North Caucasus 
military district, saying that 490,000 people - 77 per cent of those on the electoral roll 
- took part in the elections and that 416,181 or 85 per cent of those voting opted for
Dudayev.

A source which is in no way pro-Chechen shows that Dudayev and the CCP had 
popular support and that pro-independence ideas would have won in any election 
held at that time. 

In fact Moscow not only resigned itself to the de facto independence of Chechnya 
- for three years it did nothing to re-establish its sovereignty there - but even bolstered
Dudayev's power by leaving him half the weapons that the Soviet army had there.

During the three years before the war there was always an influential group which 
pressed for Moscow to intervene in Chechnya and overthrow Dudayev. It is also true 
that a majority of politicians were against officially recognising the independence of 
Chechnya for two fundamental reasons: that it would shatter the territorial integrity 
of Russia and that it could serve as a bad example to other republics in the Russian 

Russian guns outside Grozny 
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Federation and lead to a disintegration process such as had put an end to the USSR. 
It is no less true that a few politicians declared that independence could be given to 

Chechnya. They included the economist Gregory Yavlinski and Aleksandr 
Solzhenitsyn, winner of the Nobel Prize for Literature. 

Nevertheless for most the granting of independence to Chechnya was only a way 
of demonstrating that the little republic could not stand alone and would necessarily 
have to return to the bosom of the Russian Federation. 

The Russian authorities had refused to discuss the idea, proposed by the separatists, 
of a referendum throughout the Russian Federation on the independence of 
Chechnya. 

When in 1994 the hawks were in the ascendant and the Kremlin could send troops 
to Chechnya, many politicians told Yeltsin of the consequences and reminded him of 

The Chechen Republic was until 1992 united 

with the Ingush Republic as the Chechen

lngush autonomous republic within the 

Russian Federation. It is situated on the 

northern part of the Caucasus Mountains as 

they -slope down eastwards towards the 

Caspian Sea, but it does not have a coast on 

the Caspian. The combined population of the 

autonomous republic, according to the 1989 

census, was 1,277,000 and its combined area 

was 19,300 square kilometres. The main town 

of the Chechen Republic is Grozny, with a 

population, in 1989, of 401,000 people. The 

population is predominantly Muslim. 

the history of the Chechen people who whenever they could rose 
against Russian domination. They also spoke of the crimes the 
Russians had committed against the Chechens, starting with the 
tsarist General Aleksei Yermolov who boasted of having knifed 
women and children in 'rebel' villages and of burning not only 
settlements but the Chechens' fields so that hunger would force 
them to give up, and ending with Jozef Stalin who exiled all the 
Chechens to Central Asia (an operation which claimed the lives 
of half of them). Some ingenuous people even recommended 
him to read the novel 'Hodji Murat' by the great Russian writer 
Leo Tolstoy so that he should understand that it would be suicide 
to start a war. It was all in vain. 

Yeltsin believed those generals who assured him that they 
would walk into Grozny and that a blitzkrieg would improve his 
popularity which had fallen catastrophically because of the 
economic crisis. How wrong General Pavel Grachev was when he 
claimed that he would need two hours and a regiment of 
parachutists to put an end to Dudayev. 

The war has been' one of extraordinary cruelty with between 
30,000 and 50,000 civilians killed. Thousands of Russian troops 
have perished and others have been maimed or have 
disappeared. The horror of the war can be captured by seeing 

how Grozny looks; it is much worse than Sarajevo and can perhaps only be compared 
with Stalingrad in the Second World War. The presentation by the Russians of the 
separatists as 'bandits' brings peace no nearer, nor does it explain the guerrillas' powers 
of resistance. 

In order to put an end to Chechen resistance one has to put an end to the Chechen. 
The alternative is to negotiate: negotiate so that Russian and Chechen blood no longer 
flows. This need not mean Chechens or Russians surrendering. There are many signs 
that it is possible and that the Chechens would settle for a wide measure of autonomy 
while formally staying part of the Russian Federation. 

Such a possibility in fact emerged when Yeltsin received the new pro-independence 
leader Zelimyan Yandarbaiev at the Kremlin in Moscow where a document was signed 
which agreed a ceasefire and an.exchange of prisoners. 

The summit meeting in the Russian capital raised the hope that a definitive peace 
could be rapidly achieved. The next day however doubts started to be raised about the 
seriousness of the Russians' intentions. The Russian premier, leaving the pro
independence delegation in Moscow as hostages, travelled to Chechnya. There he 
visited a Cossack village and reviewed his troops in a military airport outside Grozny, 
a city he did not even enter. 

Later Yeltsin made statements which put in doubt his desire to reach a political 
solution to the conflict and, as many commentators noted, the talks appeared to relate 
to the Russian leader's pre-electoral strategy, viz, that of avoiding important military 
activity before the day of the poll. 

• 
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settlement of the conflict. Peace came at last in the Chapultepec agreement of Januar_ T 
1992, after which nearly a thousand United Nations personnel entered the country to 
supervise the cease-fire and compliance with the peace treaty. 

The result was a revolution such as has not been seen before. No government has 
fallen and neither has there been a political defeat for the left or the right. It has stirred 
deep emotions. The far right and the far left both impugn the revolutionary nature of 
the changes it has brought about. But many of us see it as an authentic revolution in 
the context of the end of the Cold War and of new global circumstances - what 
Boutros Boutros-Ghali has called a Negotiated Revolution. It has many advantages 
over the revolutionary processes that took place within the context of an international 
Cold War which twisted and deformed processes whose roots lay in the domestic 
political condition of countries, which started with a demand for democracy and 
which ended in an ideological confrontation. Such was the history of almost all the 
revolutionary processes of Latin America including those of Cuba and Nicaragua. 

It is now time to take stock. Land tenure and the lack of democracy are recognised 
as the fundamental causes of the war. Twenty-five years ago El Salvador was a large 
population packed into a small area, saddled with a military dictatorship, extreme 
poverty, concentration of land-holding and income, with the economy dependent on 
one product, coffee. 

There are two important characteristics to the Salvadorean revolutionary process: 
the first is that since the beginning of that process in the coup d'etat of October 1969, 
three months after the victory of the Sandinistas in Nicaragua, changes to society have 
come about as part of a counter-insurgency strategy; the second is that the insurgent 
movement modified its programme gradually so as finally to reach a point of 
compromise and produce a peace settlement. 

It would be wrong to look at these changes in the light of their original motivation. 
What is important is that together they have brought about an economic, social, 
political and cultural revolution. In October 1980 one part of the army, aiming to 
avoid war, put through an Agrarian Reform Law putting an el).d to large land 
ownership. Some 290,000 hectares of land - equivalent to 15 per cent of the total land 
�rea and 20 per cent of cultivated area - were transferred to 85,000 families, almost half 
a million people. Today the cooperatives set up by the agrarian reform produce more 
than 30 per cent of traditional exports. 

At the same time the fighting deflected the flow of Salvadorean emigration from 
Honduras to the United States from where more than a million Salvadoreans sent back 
money to their families. These remittances rose in importance until they were four 
times greater than the receipts the country earned from coffee. Consequently the 
financial sector was strengthened. Credit was more available for business and the 
construction industry and, with all the air traffic, TACA, the national airline, became 
one of the largest in Latin America. The US invested hundreds of millions of dollars 
through non-governmental organisations to bolster the private sector. As a result the 
Salvadorean economy is now dominated by the commercial and financial sector. 

The remittances and the agrarian reform, in a word, put an end to the old coffee
exporting class which kept the population in ignorance and the country under the 
thumb of authoritarian military·regimes. Meanwhile the country has been urbanised 
with 70 per cent of the population living in less than a third of the land area and the 
population estimates for the year 2000 have fallen from 9 million to 6.4 million. 

Such is the new reality that allowed for the Chapultepec agreements. There has 
been constitutional reform produced by national consensus. The army has ceased to 
be a key political actor, no longer controlling national security and bearing allegiance 
now to the civil power. As the facts surrounding some of the massacres of civilians. 
such as that of El Mozote and the killing of the Jesuit priests, have been published Ti 
officers have been purged, including a minister and a vice-minister of defence. 

Former guerrilla fighters have been taken onto the staff of a civilian police force 
which has superseded the earlier forces. This has not been done without contrm·ers_ ·. 
given that the extreme right feels it is controlled by former guerrillas and the extre e 
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�oents it as the new face of the old National Guard. The truth is that it is the 
=-= important and original police reform ever to have taken place in Latin America. 
�:::--" has also been reform of the judiciary. There have been big advances in the realm 
:: .::.cr expression. The holding this year in San Salvador of the meeting of the Sao 
_ .=..�o llroup of left-wing parties would have been inconceivable some years ago and is 
.::. -=..:: of the progress that has been made. 

-=-oe old El Salvador of unfettered landowners and generals, of the powerful 
� � een Families and of population explosion is being replaced by another, where a 

emised Right is emerging. El Salvador is still a poor country with marked 
- :1trasts between opulence and indigence and a backward education system, but the
: :ms of concentration of wealth have changed and the country's problems and the
::::ategies to be adopted to defeat them must be different.

With a different economy the opposition must refine its proposals and understand 
_, e workings of the market. Only thus can the problems of those excluded from the 
economy be tackled. The Right has used aid flows from abroad to finance economic 
development. Sources of finance and credit need to be liberalised, so that new systems 
of exclusion are broken down, productive sectors strengthened and market 
opportunities widened. The access to knowledge and know-how has to be broadened 
and labour made more productive. 

The threat at the moment is that an opportunity may be lost if the opposition 
proves itself unable to compete with the Right. Social conditions may once again get 
,rnrse and the upsurge in delinquency is a worrying sign of that. The modernisation 
of the old structures of power, without a renewal of the forces of the opposition, could Reconstruction begins 
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to larger firms for export. The great value of the informal sector to many businesses is 25
that it is unregulated, making exploitation of the workforce easier. The International 
Labour Organisation (ILO) states that more children now work in this sector than in 
agriculture because of migration to urban areas and the decentralisation of production 
units. 

Many types of work are done by children, including agricultural work, domestic 
service, home-based work, work in factories and shops, street selling, mining and 
quarrying, construction and a wide range of other activities. Tens of thousands of 
children are also forced to work in the sex industry around the world. 

In a number of industries (for example in hand-made carpets, glass-making, 
fireworks and match production in South Asia, as well as in the textiles, clothing and 
footwear industry in countries in all parts of the world), child labour is an integral part 

of the production process, with products made by children, often 

Children smuggled out of Pakistan by racketeers are 
used in camel races in Arab countries. Boys of the 
age group four to nine are tied to the camel's 
throats and hidden under loose garments. As the 
race starts, the children scream in fear. The louder 
a child cries, the faster a camel runs. Besides 
entertainment, the prospect of winning races is 
brighter with minor boys ... the children are usually 
returned afrer they reach the age of ten. But, a local 
police officer said 'in many cases they die or are 
made to work as slaves in the Middle East for the 
rest of their lives'. 

under abominable conditions, being sold domestically and on the 
international market. 

Child labour is usually characterised by low or no wages, long 
hours, dangerous and unhealthy conditions and lack of physical or 
social security. Many thousands of children are kidnapped or sold 
and kept as slaves with no rights and constant physical and 
psychological abuse. Children are also employed as part of family 
networks, on farms, as 'subcontractors', as 'regular employees' in 
workplaces, or are forced to eke out a meagre existence on the 
streets. Products made by children are on sale in large and small 
shops in every corner of the globe. 

The full extent of the problem is hard to estimate, mainly 
because of the clandestin� nature of much child labour, poor 
statistics and the fact that the employers concerned and many 
governments are keen to avoid the spotlight. The ILO estimates 
that more than 18 per cent of children between the ages of ten and 

14 (approximately 100 million) are working. Other estimates put the total figure at 
around 200 million children under the age of 15. 

Many children are forced to work because of poverty. Especially where adult 
unemployment is very high and there is no social security, families may be forced to 
allow their children to work simply in order to survive. Because of its effects on the 
health and education of children, child labour is also a major cause of poverty, creating 
a vicious circle from which there seems to 
be no escape. Many of the parents of 
today's child workers were also child 
workers themselves and thus cannot find 
employment as adults. This generation 
will follow the same pattern unless a 
decisive break is made. 

Under the pressure of the world 
economic crisis, many governments have 
been forced to seek loans from the 
international financial institutions under 
stringent structural adjustment 
programmes. This has meant withdrawal 
of vital resources from social 
programmes, in particular to pay off 
debts. Large-scale unemployment 
resulting from privatisation has 
exacerbated the situation. 

The vice-president of the Brazilian trade 
union confederation stated recently that 
people who have tried to escape from 
labour in the charcoal industry have 
been murdered. Fifreen bodies were 
found by the military police in a hidden 
cemetary ... [the workers] must buy 
inferior quality food and all supplies at 
over-priced company stores and are 
constantly in debt. The father is the one 
who is contracted and then is forced to 
put his children to work to pay off the 
debt... Until recently, the authorities 
denied the entire situation. When labour 
inspectors came to visit a site, they were 
given a party and the workers were 
hidden. 
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Ellen Bird reviews ... 

One Hundred Years of 
Socialism -The West 
European Left in the 
Twentieth Century 

by Donald Sassoon 

London, 1996 
I B Tauris 
ISBN 1 85043 879 X 

This is an encyclopedic history of 
the left in western Europe which 
takes as its starting point the 
founding congress of the Second 
International in 1889. It runs to 
nearly 800 pages, but is so well 
written and clearly structured that 
few readers will find it daunting. 

What we have here, as the 
writer hastens to make clear, is 'not 
a history of socialist ideas, a survey 
of the thinkers who have ceaseless
ly tried to renew values and strate
gies ... Nor is it the history "from 
below" of the socialists them
selves, of the men and women 
who joined the movement, who 
were inspired by it and who fought 
for it. It is a comparative history of 
socialist parties in the context of 
the constraints they faced: capital
ist development, the nation-state, 
the international system, domi
nant ideologies, the past...'. 

It traces the fortunes of those 
parties from the Second Inter
national through the Russian revo
lution and two world wars to the 
Cold War and the birth of the wel
fare state; from the working class 
militancy and the student upris
ings of the 1960s, through the 
revival of feminism and the arrival 
of 'green' politics, to the fall of the 
Berlin Wall and the 'new revision
ism' of the 1990s. 

The emerging thesis is the 
extent to which capitalist western 

Europe, often governed by parties 
of the right, has in fact been 
defined by the ideas and priorities 
of socialists, by the so-called 
'European social model' which 
today is so beleaguered. At no 
point does history give way to pro
longed analysis and theorising, but 
it is clear that Sassoon writes with 
an acute consciousness of the con
tradictions facing the left today: 
'The crisis of the socialist and 
social democratic tradition in 
western Europe is not the crisis of 

an ideology defeated by the superi
or political and organisational 
strength of its opponents ... It is an 
integral component of a fin-de-sie
cle turmoil reshaping the planet at 
momentous speed'. 

Some of those whose history is 
related here will no doubt take issue 
from time to time with the writer's 
perspective on events. But they will 
surely agree that it is a work of con
siderable and committed scholar
ship, and a pleasure to read. 

DONALD SASSOON 
l.B.T.1uris



Hugh O'Shaughnessy reviews ... 

Social Panorama of 

Latin America 

Santiago de Chile, United Nations 
Economic Commission for Latin 
America and the Caribbean, 1995 

ISBN No 92-1-121205-7 

It is always pleasurable when you 
find absorbing reading in the most 
unlikely places. This reviewer was 
the other day in the Santiago de 
Chile headquarters of the UN

Economic Commission for Latin 
America and the Caribbean where 
he was given a copy of its Social 
Panorama of Latin America 1995. 
He put it in a plastic bag and took 
it away and only weeks later did he 
turn to it. There he found to his 
surprise the sort of authoritative 
overview of the region that no one 
interested in its politics can afford 
to be without, presented in the 
most accessible form. 

The book is an x-ray of Latin 
American society. Its four principal 
sections cover poverty, employ
ment and income distribution in 
the first half of the 1990s; the 
advantages of early investment in 
education together with a consid
eration of child labour; recent 
trends in poverty, participation 
and female employment; and the 
social agenda. The whole is backed 
up by a detailed and up-to-date 
statistical appendix of 46 tables 
which set out a range of observa
tions from urban income distribu
tion to estimates of the extent of 
urban poverty. 

In careful and measured prose 
the UN ECLAC demonstrates the 
validity of the criticisms of the 
region's social system that have 
been voiced by democratic social-

ists for decades and it reveals as 
false the naive claims that have 
been made in recent years for cap
italism as a panacea for Latin 
America's many social failures. It is 
a refreshing and sober antidote to 
the relentlessly optimistic view 
generally expounded by some 
international financial institutions 
which need to demonstrate that 
private enterprise is the necessary 
and sufficient solution to social 
disorder and that they are active in 
providing such a solution. 

One of its principal messages is 
that if recent economic growth 
rates have brought some allevia
tion of poverty and indigence, 
they have done precious little to 
·correct Latin America's horrifically
unequal distribution of wealth
which is a major brake on the
region's social and political
progress.

The statistical information that 
the Commission has amassed is 

analysed in the most sophisticated 
fashion. It has given attention to 
the problems of the lower middle
income sectors of society whose 
activities are usually seen as vital in 
determining the future of democra
cy in Latin America. 

Its conclusions show that, 'this 
group suffered a notable setback in 
its share of income distribution 
from 1980 onwards, so that, in six 
of the eight countries considered, it 
experienced significant real income 
losses. Thus, not only did the 
households in this group have to 
defer their expectations of increased 
consumption levels, but in some 
cases, their incomes have tended to 
approach the poverty line'. 

This is one of the principal nega
tive factors in Latin American soci
ety which has been brilliantly iden
tified and quantified by the 
Commission. As many politicians 
know, there is no little danger in a 
state of disappointed expectation. 

29 





















REUNION DEL COMITE DE LA 
INT.ERNACIONAL SOCIALISJ� 

PARA AMERICA LATINA Y El CARIBE -SICLAO 
22 y 23 de Marza 1996 Santo-Domingo, Rep. Do 

SICLAC IN SANTO DOMINGO 

'A Democracy for All - The 
Democratic Socialist Proposal: 
Participation and Equal 
Opportunity': such was the 
main theme on the agenda 
when the SI Committee for 
Latin America and the 
Caribbean, SICLAC, met in 
Santo Domingo on 22 and 23 
March. 

The Committee, which is 
chaired by SI Vice-President Jose 
Francisco Pena Gomez, Leader of 
the Dominican Revolutionary 
Party, PRD, of the Dominican 
Republic, met in that country's 
capital just a few weeks before 
its presidential elections. Pena 
Gomez is the presidential 
candidate of the PRD and its 
partners in the Santo Domingo 
Accord. The meeting was 

attended by representatives of 
some fifty SI-member and other 
parties in the region, together 
with delegates from Europe and 
numerous guests from the host 
country. 

Among the speakers at the 
opening ceremoney were the 
Mayor of Santo Domingo; Raul 
Alfonsin, Radical Party, UCR, 
Argentina; Rodrigo Borja, leader 
of the Democratic Left, ID, 
Ecuador; Rolando Araya, leader 
of the National Liberation Party, 
PLN, Costa Rica and Alfonso 
Guerra, Deputy General 
Secretary of the Spanish Socialist 
Workers' Party, PSOE as well as 
Pena Gomez and the SI Secretary 
General, Luis Ayala. 

In his opening remarks, Pena 
Gomez recalled the first major 

meeting of the Socialist 
International in Santo Domingo 
16 years ago - a time of 
widespread authoritarian rule in 
Latin America and the 
Caribbean. He rejoiced at the 
great contrast with today's 
picture of democratic 
governments all over the 
continent, but spoke too of the 
continued suffering: 'the growth 
of unemployment and poverty 
in Latin America bears witness to 
the failure of the neo-liberal 
model and the politics of 
structural adjustment which 
have no regard for social justice'. 
Democracy for all, the title of 
this meeting, he said, meant the 
participation in power not just 
of elites and party bureaucracies, 
but of the people, through their 

>> 
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representative organisations and 
through the carrying out of 
policies which put education, 
health, environment and 
equality first. 

Pena looked forward with 
some optimism to the coming 
elections in his country. Political 
reforms had been implemented. 
His own party was firmly united, 
and had attracted the support of 
many other progressive groups. 
He looked forward also to the 
continuing growth of the 
Socialist International, and was 
hoping to see several significant 
political parties of the region 
become members at the Congress 
later this year. 

SICLAC reiterated the 
International's commitment to 
send observers to the presidential 
elections in the Dominican 
Republic and urged the 
Dominican government to 
support the Central Electoral 
Commission in guaranteeing free 
and fair elections. 

The Committee heard reports 
from many parties on their 
national situations, as well as a 
report from the SI secretary 
general, Luis Ayala, and on a 
number of issues resolutions 
were adopted. 

It was observed with concern 
that the struggle that Colombia 
has carried out to confront 
international drug-trafficking 
organisations has gone 
unacknowledged, and better 
international cooperation to 
combat the production, 
processing, distribution and use 
of drugs was called for. 

The Committee recognised 
and welcomed the resumption of 
the peace negotiations between 
the government of Guatemala 
and the URNG, and urged the 
government to make every effort 
to improve the conditions of the 
victims of the armed conflict and 
to create the conditions for social 
justice and respect for human 
rights which were necessary for 

an effective democratic 
transition. 

It called on the president and 
government of Haiti to act to 
reinforce political stability, 
individual and collective security, 
and the development of the 
democratit: process. Political 
parties, in and out of 
government, were urged to 
establish a concertation with all 
democratic political forces and 
organised social sectors to draw 
up a programme for sustainable 
economic development, with 
emphasis on the development of 
human resources. 

lt called also on the 
government and parties of 
Mexico to fulfil the commitment 
to the reform of the state and 
continuing democratisation. 

Deep concern was expressed 
about the measures taken by the 
Nicaraguan government against 
the 'Barricada' newspaper - the 
voice of the Sandinista National 
Liberation Front. 

There was a welcome for the 
draft law recently presented in 
the United States aimed at 
creating a process towards 
achieving the decolonisation of 
Puerto Rico. 

The South Atlantic was a 
further cause for concern, and 
the Committee expressed its 
hope that the governments of 
Argentina and the United 
Kingdom would initiate a 
dialogue on all the issues 
affecting them both, including 
the future of the Falklands/ 
Malvinas Islands, especially in 
view of the tension recently 
created by unilateral fishing 
measures in contravention of the 
Antarctic Treaty. 

In its declaration on the main 
theme, the SI Committee 
reaffirmed its commitment to 
work in Latin America and the 
Caribbean for 'the strict 
observance of the people's right 
to vote, the balance of the 
executive, legislative and judicial 

powers, the effective decentral
isation of authority, the full 
integration of women and 
greater popular involvement in 
decisions affecting the 
management and control of 
public policies so as to 
increasingly secure social 
equality, the rule of law and the 
rigorous enforcement of human 
rights'. 

Among the priorities set out 
were: the development of 
political programmes which 
placed the needs of national 
production and the work-force 
above the dynamic of speculative 
interests; the promotion of 
social, educational and cultural 
policies to ensure the equitable 
distribution of property, income, 
welfare and knowledge; the 
coordinated pursuit of 
alternative economic solutions to 
the neo-liberal model, with the 
aim of realigning the region's 
economic, commercial and 
financial relations with the rest 
of the world; the restoration of 
public values and ethical 
principles - seen as vital in 
particular to combatting the 
detrimental effects of drug
trafficking; the development of a 
balancing and regulatory role for 
the state as an overall framework 
to monitor and promote justice; 
initiatives to promote cont
inental unity and a political 
community of nations in Latin 
America and the Caribbean; and 
finally new strategies to promote 
the region's rightful inclusion in 
the current process of 
globalisation and re-establish its 
influence in the field of 
international politics. 

These priorities will be at the 
centre of the Committee's 
contribution to the forthcoming 
SI Congress. 
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PRIME MINISTER CHAIRS SINTRA MEETING OF SICEDE 

Antonio Guterres, leader of the 
Socialist Party of Portugal and 
now prime minister of his 
country, was recently elected by 
the SI Council to the chair of the 
SI Committee on Economic 
Poli.cy, Development and the 
Environment, SICEDE, and the 
Committee met in Sintra, near 
Lisbon, on 27 and 28 April, with 
the participation of delegates 
from SI parties in Europe, Latin 
America and Africa, as well as 
from the Party of European 
Socialists, the PES parliamentary 
group and Socialist International 
Women. 

'I think I must confess', 
Guterres said in his opening 
remarks to the meeting, 'that 
during the 1980s we lost the 
ideological battle. The prevailing 

conceptions ruling the world 
economy are the concepts of the 
monetarists, the neo-liberals ... 
the concepts that inspired 
Reagan and Thatcher and that, 
even after the failure of 
Reaganism and Thatcherism, still 
go on inspiring, I would say, the 
large majority of the decision
making processes with regard to 
the world economy. 

'There is an ideological fight 
to be fought. We socialists 
should not be happy with what 
is going on and we should try to 
show that the prevailing ideas 
have failed and new conceptions 
are required, if we want a better 
world'. 

Globalisation, he said, was the 
main economic trend in today's 
world. It was possibly 

unavoidable, and in his view had 
many positive aspects: 'but I 
think we have to recognise that 
globalisation as it is now 
implemented in the world is 
being based on strictly economic, 
short-term concerns, based on a 
liberal ideology and biased by 
that. I think that there is another 
possibility for a globalisation 
which is regulated ... with the 
present process not only are 
economics globalised, but 
poverty is increasingly globalised 
and social rights around the 
world are tending to "level 
down" to the lowest level'. 

He put before the meeting a 
draft paper which drew on many 
previous documents and debates 
of the SI Committee and which 
took as its motto the words of 

>>



42 the late John Smith, the Bretton Woods institutions. allowed to dictate the fate of 
Committee's previous chair: 'We The various agenda items national economies. Christa 
believe quite simply that markets were introduced by Maria Joao Randzio-Plath of the German 
must serve people and not the Rodrigues, the Portuguese Social Democratic Party, SPD, 
other way round'. It called for a minister for qualification and made the point that only four 
new system of collective employment; Augusto Mateus, per cent of the daily flow of 
responsibility, in the face of the minister for the economy; Jose capital through the foreign 
emerging risks of increasing Socrates, minister for the exchange markets was linked to 
international turbulence, environment, and Jose Lamego, the real economy. 
expanding social unrest and secretary of state for foreign Consideration was given to 
massive migration flows: 'Never affairs and cooperation. the feasibility of speculative flows 
since 1930 has the gap between The international financial being tapped to yield resources 
rich and poor in the developed institutions were seen - in the for development assistance. 
world been so wide. Despite the paper as in discussion - as not The role of trade unions was 
spread of democracy throughout having served adequately the underlined, not just as 
Europe, Latin America and some objectives of the debtor mechanisms to defend workers' 
countries in Africa, a higher per countries or aided the rights but also as factors 
capita income in many parts of development of a more just favouring the modernisation and 
the world and obvious advances global society. They were judged efficiency of economies. 
in the health field, well over a by Committee members not to Stuart Holland, an economist 
billion people are now living in have fought, and at times to and former British Labour 
absolute poverty ... Either we have helped to accentuate, the member of parliament who had 
resort to our traditions of bad distribution of income been invited by the Committee 
solidarity, justice and cooper�tion which militated against such a to aid its deliberations made the 
to tackle the problems we face juster society. case for progressive forms of 
today, or we disregard our values Nico Schrijver of the Dutch taxation to be used as a tool to 
and traditions and leave it to the Labour Party, PvdA, said that attain a better distribution of 
invisible - and sometimes neither the Group of 7 nor the income which he said, 'was 
insensitive - hand'. Bretton Woods institutions could always on the socialist agenda'. 

Two main tasks facing the provide the sort of economic Equality between women and 
Socialist International in the next leadership which the world men was seen by the Committee 
few years were highlighted in the economy needed. as a basic condition for the 
paper presented by the chair, Speaking as a Senegalese, development of more equitable 
firstly the consolidation of Alassane Dialy Ndiaye remarked societies. 
democracy and secondly of the treatment accorded to Care for the environment was 
development, raising living countries such as his, 'The also highlighted as a priority, 
standards and combatting tendency is to say first, respect with the point being made that 
unemployment. In relation to the the conditions imposed by the improvements in the world's 
first task emphasis was put on the International Monetary Fund or ecblogical balance, far from 
need to link the promotion of by the World Bank before militating against economic 
democracy with a new system of discussing with that country growth and the cause of job 
common responsibility which itself. So this leads to one single creation, could create new job 
would facilitate worldwide way of treating the problems of opportunities: 'A stronger 
growth and prosperity. developing countries'. emphasis on environmental 

Within the second of these Guillermo Estevez Boero of considerations will generate new 
tasks, it distinguished a number the Popular Socialist Party, PSP, and cleaner technologies, highly 
of areas for priority action and of Argentina, commented, 'The skilled new professions and 
these were the focus of the application of neo-liberal plans is meaningful employment for low-
ensuing discussion: socialist destroying the democratic skilled workers'. 
strategies for employment, system'. The Committee agreed to 
regional cooperation in the global At the same time attention meet again to finish the 
economy and the social was paid to ways of achieving preparation of a report which 
dimension to GATT/WTO, new some stablity in financial would be submitted as SICEDE's 
perspectives on development markets which were increasingly contribution to the SI Congress 
assistance, environmental seen to be at the mercy of in September. 
policies, and a review of the speculators who should not be 
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and policies which affect them centre around education, fixed so by science and 
research: on the one hand because education is very important for the development of 
children and youngsters and on the other hand because it is an easy way to examine the 
age group. The result is that all development in this area and all our hopes are put into 
the school. But there is a limit to this: you cannot stretch school hours and teachers and 
extend their possibilities eternally. 

Is there a solution to our dilemma? Not a blueprint: that would be too easy an answer, 
but there are signs of a new way of organising the school in such a way that it meets both 
our need for good quality education and removes much stress from the teachers. This 
way of thinking comes from outside school, from school age childcare and leisure time 
services for primary school children. It is the result of a changing society where women, 
mothers are increasingly employed and where the care of children is shared with others. 
More and more these 'others' are professional childcare services. 

School age children 

No country is Europe is alike when it comes to the development of school age childcare 
and leisure time services for primary school children. This is caused by several factors. 
The two most important are the differences in school systems and the differences in 
female employment. 

The differences in school systems between countries are manifold. In our case we look 
at the complementarity of out-of-school services and the way the school may influence 
out-of-school hours. A rough grouping shows on the one hand school systems where the 
teacher is responsible for imparting knowledge, and children revise at home and on the 
other hand school systems where the teacher is responsible for both imparting 
knowledge and the revision. In the first case this means homework from the time 
children enter primary school and the importance and influence of the situation at 
home. In this system children attend school for half a day, mainly in the morning and 
often irregularly. In the second case children get no homework or do so at a greater age 
and they attend school the whole day. In several countries a whole day school system 
means ten half days, in other countries it means nine half days and Wednesday 
afternoons free, or two afternoons free and school on Saturday mornings. 

School hours and homework influence children's leisure time and therefore the school 
age childcare programme. Do children have to do homework or not? Is there a whole 
afternoon available to play or only half an hour? Answering these kinds of questions 
leads to choices about meals, snacks, sleeping hours, homework time or the activity 
programme. To meet the child's needs these school age childcare ,services should be 
leisure time services in the first place. 

Whereas the differences in school systems influence the content of the programmes 
of school age childcare and leisure time services, the female employment rate influences 
the existence and· numbers of these services. It is evident that mothers are still 
responsible for the upbringing of children. When women are employed a solution for 
childcare needs to be found and this need for childcare does not disappear when the 
child attends school, which therefore means a need for school age childcare. In this 
respect we see big differences between European countries. There are countries which 
experienced early industrialisation and a strong involvement in several wars. In these 
countries there is still a high percentage of employed women and a great need for school 
age childcare. In countries with a mainly agrarian economy there are also many women 
at work, most of the time on their own farm. The children can be taken care of at home 
or by relatives. In these countries childcare is not much of a political issue. In Eastern 
-

ope a situation emerged where all women were employed and the state provided 
"· dcare. Some countries with a mixed economy had a low rate of female employment 

�-=-- the second world war, but in the 1970's many women wanted to enter the labour 
-;,;-ket. In some of these countries the state took responsibility for the development of
:-'-ool age childcare. In others school age childcare was seen as the responsibility of
==:bers, which slowed down the process of development.

� onclusion there are many different forms of school age childcare and leisure time 
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a subject of the core curriculum, like language or mathematics. In this way two aims are 
served. In the first place children can be taught more individually at their own level. In 
the second place children can develop skills or hobbies in the non-academic curriculum 
supervised by professionals. Each term children can choose a theme to work on, and an 
activity. 

This supplement to the school relieves the teacher's work. It takes an increasing 
burden off his or her shoulders, because it is then clear that he or she is not responsible 
for the whole world within a classroom setting. This supplement is also attractive because 
the children's leisure time is untouched. No extended school-days, but free time after 
school and during the breaks. 

Conclusion 

The fact, however, remains that because of women's increasing independent position in 
society a third component in the upbringing of children has gradually developed. Next 
to the family and the educational system a third professional environment has 
established itself, which is school age childcare and leisure time activity centres. There 
has always been a tension between family and school. The family has the responsibility 
for the upbringing of the children, but is seen as 'unprofessional'; the school is seen as 
'professional' but is mainly there to teach the children the academic curriculum. Now 
there is a third party, people who share the upbringing with the parents and are 
professionals like the teachers. The 'leisure time teachers' are on the same side as the 
parents and the children and can serve their needs within the school and disc�ss this 
with teachers on a professional level. 

It is important that leisure time centres or school age childcare represent an 
independent value. A child should not be reduced to a 'schoolchild', but should be seen 
as a whole. Non-school learning has its own place, independent and not diverted from 
the academic curriculum. This approach of the total development of children can de
stress the field of education. Teachers can do the things they are good at: teaching the 
academic curriculum. Leisure time teachers provides other important aspects of the 
child's development, summarised as the non-academic curriculum. 

When we keep in mind all these steps in our thinking we might conclude that the 
next wave of educational renewal will come from the women's movement. It is good to 
realise this and take the lead. 

What is ENSAC? 

The European Network for School Age Childcare - ENSAC - was set up in 1987. ENSAC 
focuses on the care of children during out-of-school hours and in the holidays. This is an 
important - often neglected - subject, with implications for the education and well-being 
of children and for the role played by women and men in society. 

ENSAC's aims are to promote equality and improve the quality of life of children. It is 
a voluntary organisation and has no funds of its own. 

ENSAC brings together practitioners, administrators, social scientists, educationalists 
and voluntary groups to: 
• compare school age childcare in different countries
• develop and evaluate different models of school age childcare
• exchange experiences and information
• raise consciousness about school age childcare within Europe

ENSAC has three working groups: research, education and training, and children and
computers. Those interested should contact Ria Meijvogel at the Institute for Research 
and Development of School Age Children, PO Box 320, NL-9640 AH Amsterdam, The 
Netherlands. Fax number +31 598 627237. 

ENSAC has three international coordinators and ENSAC - Sweden has a homepage on 
the internet: http:/www.pi.se/~ENSAC/index.html 

Ria Meijvogel is a senior research1: 
at the Dutch Institute for Researc/: 

and Development of School Age 
Childcare. She is a former member 
the National Executive of the Dute 
Labour Party and of the National 
Executive of the Red Women in tht 

Dutch Labour Party. 
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SOCIAL DEMOCRATIC PARTIES AND 

THE WOMEN'S VOTE 

lrmtraut Karlsson 

Member parties of the Socialist International have since their beginnings advocated 
women's participation in political life. First it was the struggle for votes for women. In 
the last decade it has been the fight for women's representation in politics. But support 
for these issues has not always been united. There have always been parties opposed or 
hostile to women's political involvement. In the French and Belgian socialist parties the 
mainstream argued against votes for women until well into the 1930s. The argument was 
that votes for women would only serve to strengthen the conservative parties. This could 
not stop universal suffrage for women, but the theory behind it even now has its 
supporters within the Socialist International. 

With respect to women's representation in parliaments, it was again member parties 
of the Socialist International who made the first effective efforts by introducing quotas 
for women. But there is of course resistance to quotas, the main argument being that 
quota,s for women will lower the quality of political representatives. Another argument, 
made also by women, is that quotas are ineffective. One can only answer: compare the 
results and you will be in favour of quotas. 

The changes in women's voting patterns was the subject of a regional meeting of 
Socialist International Women held in Birmingham, Great Britain, in February 1996. 
Joni Lovenduski, Professor of Politics at Southampton University, Great Britain, 
presented a paper which brought together statistics on women's representation in the 
legislative councils or lower houses of parliaments of 44 countries. In 1994, these 
councils had an average of 13 per cent women members, ranging from 40.3 per cent in 
Sweden to 1.8 per cent in Turkey. Putting aside all cultural, religious or historical 
differences, I examined simply whether or not the member party in each country had 
adopted a quota system for women's representation. The results are overwhelming: the 
top ten countries, with one exception, all have a quota of above 33 per cent within the 
socialist or social democratic member party. The four countries with more than a third 
female members of parliament have a quota of at least 40 per cent. In the lowest ten 
countries, four have no SI member party, three have no quota, two have quotas of 25 
and 30 per cent respectively and one has a quota according to female membership. 

The meeting also addressed the question of whether a progressive women's agenda 
and more women MPs attract more women voters. The answer is, of course, much more 
difficult. There is also astonishingly little research in this field. The best documented 
case comes - as expected - from the Scandinavian countries. Lise Togeby, Professor of 
Political Sociology at the University of Arhus, Denmark, has made a long-term study for 
Denmark, N�rway and Sweden. In Denmark more women have voted for socialist parties 
since 1973. In the last election this difference was 6 per cent. In Norway more women 
have consistently voted for socialist parties since 1981. This was the year the Norwegian 
Labour Party proposed a 40 per cent quota, which was adopted two years later. The 'plus' 
of women voters lies between four and five per cent. In Sweden the picture is more 
complicated. Before 1979 women voted to the right of men at almost every election. In 
the middle of the 1980s women voted more to the left, but this gender difference 
disappeared in the two most recent elections. This is due to women's votes for the Green 
Party, a party which is not seen as on the left in Sweden. 

Christine Riddiough, from the Democratic Socialists of America, gave an overview of 
the situation in the USA. Public opinion polling in the United States began in the 1940s. 
Polling data from that time shows little difference between the sexes. The only area 
where women differed from men was a slightly greater tendency on the part of women 
to support peaceful, as opposed to military solutions to international disputes. Since the 
1970s however a distinct voting pattern has emerged for women. Whilst both parties, 
Democratic and Republican, are broad coalitions, the Democrats are considered more 
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Christian democrat parties are male parties, whilst the Forza Italia of Berlusconi, the 
Greens and former socialist parties are more women's parties. 

The overall picture, that emerges is that for social democrats in the classical 
definition it pays to count on women. Higher representation of women in parliament 
and a women's agenda attracts women voters. 

Statement on 'The shift in women's votes', Birmingham, UK, 9 February 1996 
The regional meeting of Socialist International Women in Birmingham will consider 
women's voting behaviour in Britain and internationally. 

It is a notable and important fact that women historically have tended to vote more 
conservatively than men and give less support than men to socialist and social 
democratic parties. In recent years this pattern has begun to change, with women's 
votes swinging leftwards in some countries. 

SIW has been in the lead in promoting the more equal representation of women in 
politics. It has not previously paid attention to women's voting behaviour. The purpose 
of the regional meeting is to raise awareness amongst SIW member organisations of the 
patterns in women's voting and the way in which member parties might communicate 
better with women and win more votes. 

It is important that parties which advocate equality for women should win women's 
electoral support, otherwise women's equality will be held back. 

The meeting in Birmingham is intended to start a process of pooling experience and 
research on women's voting behaviour in order to strengthen the contribution SIW 
makes to the electoral success of our sister parties worldwide. 

SIW will provide a valuable forum for sharing international experience of women's 
voting behavipur. The Birmingham meeting will start this process. 

It is intended that this process will improve our capacity to listen more closely to and 
communicate better with people who are disaffected from politics and this will lead to 
a renewal of politics and of the social democratic vision. 

WOMEN AND POLITICS IN BURKINA 
FASO 

Jacqueline Ki-Zerbo 

The status of women in Burkina Faso, after the fashion of most African countries, is 
strongly marked by tradition. Secular customs whose origins are lost in the mists of time 
maintain women in a constant state of subordination. An object of exchange between 
families, the young girl leaves the guardianship and protection of her father to enter 
marital life under the authority and moral guardianship of her husband. In the imagery 
of Burkin'a Faso, not to say Africa, the ideal woman is one who is subservient, who knows 
her place. She cannot have her say in decision-making which affects her husband's family, 
much less so that which affects the running of the city. 

This situation of exclusion which women have always been subjected to is such that 
today their participation in political life has taken on the dimensions of a challenge that 
must be addressed. 

If one cannot yet speak of a real feminist movement in Burkina Faso because the unity 
of women's action is not completely established, there are nevertheless numerous 
initiatives which will develop in time. 

Development of the participation of women In political life 
From 1960 (the year of independence) to the end of the political regime in 1991, called 
the 'rectification': 

A swift analysis of the representation of women in government teams reveals in 1958 
the lightening path of Celestine Ouezzin Coulibaly to the head of the Ministry of Social 
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Affairs, Housing and Employment in the council of government which preceded the First 
Republic of Upper Volta. 

From 1960 to 1976, that is sixteen consecutive years from independence, there is a total 
void: no female presence was registered in the executive machinery. 

In 1976 a woman reappeared in government, still in the post of Social and Women's 
Affairs, evidently following the recommendations of the international women's year. 

It is curious to note that it is from the moment of the Democratic and Popular 
Revolution in 1983 that the representation of women in the executive was improved 
quantitatively and qualitatively. This trend culminated in 1988 with five women ministers 
out of 28 (that is 15 per cent of portfolios). Key departments such as the budget, 
environment, health and culture were entrusted to women. 
The present situation: 

After the elections in 1991 which were supposed to end 'exceptional' regimes, one notes 
a slight decline in the participation of women in leadership positions. Thus there were 
Three women in government out of 27 
Four women in parliament out of 107 
Three women in the diplomatic service 
Three women out of 40 mayors 
168 women out of 1766 municipal councillors. 

Strategies for women's participation 
It must be noted, in recognition of the women of Burkina, that they did not wait for the 
United Nations to launch the year and the decade of the woman to start organising. 

Since 1958, Catholic women have regularly met the nuns of the Catholic mission in 
Ouagadougou. During the 1960s, two associations for women's development were 
established on the initiative of pioneers including myself. 

These associations were revived in 1974 with the association of widows and orphans of 
Burkina created by Lucie Kabore, to form the Federation of Women of Upper Volta. The 
federation assigned itself rather diverse areas of involvement: women's literacy, the 
creation of centres for the professional training of young girls in urban areas, the training 
of young girls and school children in urban areas (the establishment of lodging houses), 
the construction of a centre for women's activities. The federation was also involved in the 
revision of the legal code on the family. 

Unfortunately, this momentum was broken and these initiatives stifled by the advent 
of the Democratic and Popular Revolution which, on the basis of Marxist ideology, 
dissolved all former groupings and political parties and put in their place so-called popular 
structures of which the Women's Union of Burkina was one and which thus became the 
only framework of expression allowed to women. The Women's Union of Burkina, after 
the fashion of other revolutionary structures, had the advantage of structuring women 
even in the smallest village, through the systematic establishment of village committees. 
It has to be said that the new legal code for individuals and for the family was rather avant
garde in terms of rights for women, and henceforth a woman assumed authority within 
the family on an equal footing to her husband. The method of the regime was oppression 
and the opinion of the population counted for very little: which allowed the adoption of 
the code without great resistance. 

This situation had its reverse side and it is thus that the Women's Union of Burkina did 
not have any real impact on the autonomy of women. Everything functioned according 
to the words of command from on high in the National Coordination of Popular 
Structures. The spirit of initiative was stifled and at the same time any possibility of 
expression of the true needs emerging from the grassroots. 

Since 1991, there has been a return to a constitutional state and to a multi-party 
existence although in many ways there has been no fundamental change relative to the 
'exceptional' regime which preceded it. The elections of 1991 were actually held in such a 
way that the initiators of the revolution still find themselves in power today. Nevertheless 
there is an easing and a certain liberation which has manifested itself in relation to women 
by the establishment of associations of all sorts. In turn the Women's Union of Burkina has 
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At present there are eight professional associations (nurses, midwives, lawyers etc); 
twelve women's associations for intervention and mutual aid; seven denominational 
associa ·ons (Islamic, Christian); two research associations; five networks of apolitical 
womcIJ.'s or0anisations in the areas of women's communication and information. The last 
of the r:rr,rnrks to be established is the coordination of women's associations of Burkina 
to eI1S1 c the follow-up to Beijing to which the majority of women's organisations belong; 
and o:::= ?()litical organisation of women called the Convention of Women in Political 
Part:es 

-=-::;::- :cturn of the constitutional state has been characterised by the creation of a 
mt:.:_::::-2tle of political parties, over 50, most of which were created as simple satellites in 
o:::_c:- achieve mechanical majorities. This multiplicity of political formations has not 
t_::._e 2 TT:Iy happy effect on women, whom it has contributed to divide further. It has 
Sc::. c::: o diffuse their efforts and to obstruct their solidarity, because the splits between 
7--::a nave been caused by the feeling of belonging to a marginalised group. 

-=::f: Convention of Women created by the women in political parties has been able to 
�� -· e support of the officials of 16 parties. Its objectives are: 
= :=:o;:1 and inform women 

c-:acome splits between women of different parties 
= ::aise funds for women candidates 
� nstitute a pressure group 

-=-ne Convention is in the process of drawing up a programme of activities. The major 
;+:o·]Puge which confronts it is to transcend the parties in order to achieve solidarity 
::.c:-,\·een women. 

De-centralisation - a new political orientation 
-=- e new real stake facing women is the politics of decentralisation launched in Burkina 
::1:· the municipal elections of February 1995. Through this new dynamic a party in power 
:nust leave the centre to move towards the local collectivities. 

The decentralisation needs to be: 
• a framework of apprenticeship and exercise of democracy at the level of the grassroots;
• a tool of dynamism to imbue populations with a sense of responsibility to local
development.

Through the fact that the village, the sector or the district has become a legal entity 
with the right to representatives within the municipal council, the local collectivities 
constitute a body at the lowest level to which women in particular must be allowed access 
to play a political role. A section on women and decentralisation has been created within 
the National Commission of Decentralisation. It has adopted a plan of action for the 
involvement and participation of women in the process of decentralisation. Its principal 
objectives are to make information accessible to women and to reinforce the scope of 
activities of women at local level. 

But the reality is that the number of women in the municipal councils is too small. The 
first elections did bring great advantages to women, who can only with difficulty 
influence decisions. The local authorities have not resounded with action in the direction 
of women; their policy is not that of promoting a change in the status of women. There 
:.s even some difficulty within town councils in analysing and integrating the probl�ms 
" d needs of women. Local populations are not prepared to accept women within the 
councils and women themselves have a tendency to describe themselves as incapable and 
:o leave the positions to men. 

So that decentralisation, which should rhyme with democracy and development as a 
:iJOl of management, favours the participation of women, we recommend as a priority the 
="''Ding of women in their rights in order to give them back confidence; the development 
::: solidarity between women through the strengthening and creation of structures such 
� ::he Convention at local level; the promotion of groupings of women around income
_:c::...erating activities; and the access of women to credit at a local level. 

Jacqueline Ki-Zerbo is a member of 
the women's organisation of the 

Party for Democracy and Progress, 
PDP, and a consultant on gender 

and development. 





BENIN 

idential poll 

--�Tieu Kerekou, Benin's leader 
:::.::::ng 19 years of one-party rule 
-til 1991, was declared the
- -:nner of presidential elections
:ield in Benin on 3 and 21
_ farch. Final results gave 52 per
cent of votes to General Kerekou
and 48 per cent to Nicephore
Soglo, the country's first
democratically elected president.
Both the SI observer parties in
Benin, the Democratic Union of
Progressive Forces, UDFP, and
the Movement for Democracy
and Social Progress, MDPS,
participated in the. Soglo
administration.

DOMINICAN REP. 

SI to of,serve vote 

The Socialist International, which 
was severely critical of the 
conduct of the election of 1994, 
is to send a delegation of 
observers to the presidential poll 
in the Dominican Republic on 16 
\1ay. SI Vice-President Jose 
Francisco Pefia Gomez, leader of 
the Dominican Revolutionary 
Party, PRO, is the candidate of his 
;>arty and its allies in the Santo 
Domingo Accord. In 1994 he was 
-·idely held to have been robbed
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of the presidency through 
electoral fraud_ 

'Normal procedures in this 
election will require the 
permanent vigilance and solidarity 
of our socialist brothers since 
there are backward-looking forces 
committed to putting the clock of 
history back', Pefia said recently. 

ESTONIA 

Party merger 

The seventh congress of the 
Estonian Social Democratic 
Party, ESDP, held in Talinn, 
decided on 30 March that the 
party would merge in April with 
its long-time coalition partner 
the Estonian Rural Centre Party, 
ERCP. The merger took place at 
a unification congress on 28 
April. The new party, 
M66dukad, is chaired by Andres 
Tarand, a former prime minister. 
He was elected to parliament as 
an independent on the list of 
the previous M66dukad 
(Moderate) coalition, which 
included the ESDP. Eiki Nestor, 
the former chair of the ESDP, is 
vice-chair of Moodukad, 
together with the former ERCP 
chair, Vambo Kaal. The secretary 
general is Lembit Luts, formerly 
secretary general of the ESDP. 

FRANCE 

PS convention on globalisation 

Lionel Jospin, first secretary of the 
French Socialist Party, PS, speaking 
at the closure of the party's 
national convention on 31 March, 
spoke of 'a new social democratic 
commitment in Europe'_ He added 
that President Chirac's views on 
Europe were 'decidedly anti
social'. The convention had 
focused on the theme of France, 
Europe and globalisation. It was 
the first of three - the others 
centred on issues of democracy 
and of redistribution - to be held 
prior to the party's next congress 

in February 1997. 
The PS has the largest measure 

of popularity of any of the French 
parties, with 49 per cent of French 
voters declaring themselves to be 
in tune with it, according to a 
public opinion poll of a sample of 
1,000 voters taken in February by 
the Sofres organisation. 

GERMANY 

States vote 

The Social Democratic Party of 
Germany, SPD, has maintained its 
position in the government of two 
of the states where elections were 
held on 24 March. It continues in 
coalition with the liberal FDP in 
Rhineland-Palatinate, and in 
Schleswig-Holstein, a coalition is 
maintained with the Greens. A 
reduced vote for the SPD in Baden
Wurttemberg meant that the 
coalition there of the SPD and the 
Christian Democratic Union, CDU, 
was dissolved as the latter went 
into partnership with the FDP. 

GREAT BRITAIN 

Labour victories 

Two victories by Labour Party 
candidates over Conservative 
incumbents in parliamentary by
elections in England, at 
Hemsworth on 1 February and 
Staffordshire South-East on 11 
April, have resulted in the overall 
majority of Prime Minister John 
Major's Conservative government 
in the House of Commons being 
reduced to one. 

Speaking after the Staffordshire 
result, Tony Blair, the Labour 
leader, said, 'I am a radical, I 
believe the centre can be fertile 
ground for radical policies. The 
extremes, whether of the left or 
right, simply will not meet the 
real challenge. A modern party, to 
be successful... must be in the 
centre, speaking for the 
mainstream majority' . 

Jose 

Francisco 

Pena Gomez 



Mary 

Robinson 
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GREECE 

New prime minister 

Costas Simitis of the Pan
Hellenic Socialist Movement, 
PASOK, is the new prime 
minister of Greece in succession 
to the party's veteran leader 
Andreas Papandreou, who 
resigned the premiership on 15 
January after a period in 
hospital. Papandreou remains 
party leader. Simitis played an 
important part in the Greek 
struggle against its military 
regime. 

He appointed a new cabinet, 
in which the foreign minister is 
Theodoros Pangalos, while 
Vasso Papandreou - not a 
relative of the party leader - a 
former member of the European 
Commission, was named to 
head a new ministry for 
development. Her ministry will 
expand the country's 
privatisation programme and 
promote domestic and foreign 
investment, and deal with 
Greece's financial relations with 
the European Union. 

In one of its first actions the 
Simitis government relaxed 
tension over a confrontation 
with Turkey over a small and 
barren island in the Aegean. 
'The Greek government 
achieved a disengagement of 
Greek and Turkish forces around 
Imia and a de-escalation of the 
crisis', the new prime minister 
told parliament in Athens. It has 
also improved relations with 
Albania, which have been tense 
in recent years, by signing a 
treaty of friendship and co
operation with Tirana. 

HAITI 

Democratic transfer of power 

Rene Preval, who served for a 
time as prime minister to 
President Jean-Bertrand Aristide, 
was installed as his successor in 
Port-au-Prince on 7 February 
having won the election held on 
17 December. This was the first 
time in the republic's two 
centuries of independence that a 
mandate had passed peacefully 
from one elected president to 
another. 

Preval paid tribute to Aristide 
who received strong backing 
from the Socialist International as 
he sought to oust the military 
regime which forced him out of 
office in 1991. Aristide, said 
Preval, had brought the country 
to political modernity. 

With the number of 
unemployed far exceeding those 
in work the new president 
committed himself to placing a 
high priority on the creation of 
new jobs during his five-year 
term. He named Rony Smarth, an 
agricultural economist, as his 
prime minister. 

HUNGARY 

MSzP congress 

The Hungarian Socialist Party, 
MSzP, reviewed its year and a 
half in office during its 
congress which was held in 
Budapest from 29 to 31 March. 
It also approved changes to the 
party's statutes and re-elected 
its leadership. The congress was 
held shortly after Prime 
Minister Gyula Horn had 
accepted the resignation of 
Lajos Bokros as finance 
minister whom he replaced 
with Peter Medgyessy. 

IRELAND 

Support for talks in North 

Dick Spring, deputy prime 
minister, foreign minister and 
leader of the Irish Labour Party, 
put forward in February the 
need for intensive talks on the 
future of Northern Ireland, on 
the lines of those held at 
Dayton in the US on the 
Bosnian peace process. He was 
responding to the plan by 
British premier John Major for 
an election in Northern Ireland 
prior to the calling of all-party 
talks on the constitutional 
future of that territory (see 
below, Northern Ireland). 

The Irish president, Mary 
Robinson, said 'Ten or twenty 
years ago the North was a truly 
separate place, distanced from 
us by violence. Today people 
ask why they can't sit round a 
table and reach agreement'. 
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election in 1994. The Italian 
Socialists, SI, had joined the list 
headed by Dini, which achieved 
4.3 per cent. 

The right-wing Freedom 
Alliance led by former prime 
minister Silvio Berlusconi, who 
faces trial on fraud charges, lost 
its bid to return to government, 
taking 246 seats in the Chamber 
and 116 in the Senate. The 
regiorialist Northern League took 
27 seats in the Senate and 59 in 
the Chamber. 

JAPAN 

SOP congress, new government 

Tomiichi Murayama was re
elected leader of the Social 
Demcratic Party, SDP, of Japan 
at its congress on 19 January. He 
resigned in January as prime 
minister of the ruling coalition 
after 18 months in office. In the 
new government, led by Ryutaro 
Hashimoto of the Liberal 
Democratic Party, LDP, the SDP 
secretary general Wataro Kubo, a 
teacher by profession, was 
named finance minister. The 
other SDP members in the 
cabinet are Ichiro Hino (post 
and telecommunications), 
Takanubo Nagai (labour), 
Sekisue Nakanishi (director 
general of the management and 
coordination agency), Sukio 
Iwatare (director general of the 
environmental agency) and 
Kazumi Suzuki (director general 
of the land agency). 

The party's basic principles 
and policy agenda, endorsed at 
the congress, was a wide-ranging 
document which contained, 
inter alia, commitments to 'a 
culture of togetherness', 
'shifting the values of economic 
activities from efficiency and 
mass production to conformity 
with the natural environment', 
'the total abolition of nuclear 
weapons and comprehensive 
disarmament', the replacement 
of 'bureaucratic dominance' and 

the creation of 'a new 
civilisation that can live in 
harmony with nature'. 

LEBANON 

Border conflict 

As conflict escalated in April 
between Israel and Hizbullah 
guerrilla forces based in 
southern Lebanon, Lebanese 
political parties, including the 
Progressive Socialist Party, PSP, 
denounced Israeli bombing of 
Lebanese territory, which was 
estimated in Beirut to have 
caused damage totalling 200 
million US dollars. The prime 
minister, Rafic Hariri, said that 
Israel should pay compensation. 
'This is a deliberate attempt to 
destroy confidence in the 
Lebanese economy', said Nasser 
Saidi, deputy governor of the 
Central Bank. 

MALAYSIA 

OAP parliamentarian a"ested 

The Socialist International has 
expressed its deep concern to 
Mahathir Mohamed, the 
Malaysian prime minister, about 
the trial of Lim Guan Eng of the 
Democratic Action Party, DAP, 
on charges of 'sedition' and 
'printing false news'. Lim, the 
son of Lim Kit Siang, leader of 
the DAP, stated in January last 
year that the government was at 
fault in its handling of charges 
of statutory rape and corruption 
against the former chief minister 
of Malacca, Rahim Tambyu Chik. 

The government is widely 
regarded as using the Sedition 
Act as a way of harrassing the 
opposition. Lim Guan Eng faces 
several years in jail and a heavy 
fine. Amnesty International is 
also pressing the authorities to 
drop the case against one who, if 
convicted, would become a 

prisoner of conscience. The trial 
opened in Malacca at the end of 
January, but is currently 
adjourned on a point of law. 

MALTA 

Labour policy initiative 

Alfred Sant, leader of the Malta 
Labour Party and of the island's 
opposition, in January presented 

'The Citizen First' the party's 
new policy document. It calls for 
citizens to enjoy equal 
opportunities in education, 
health and social security and 
for the country to become 'the 
Switzerland of the 
Mediterranean', neutral and 
trusted by its neighbours. 
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i IIIAURITIUS 
I 

rs of Labour 

g Mauritius Labour 
celebrated the sixtieth 

ary of its foundation in 
- :.iary. The Labour leader, Dr.

- Ramgoolam, who has
prime minister since the

party's victory at the December 
polls, said that he aims to 
transform the island from one 
,·here there was a fear of the 

future. He aimed, he said, at 'a 
society confident of the future, 
a society in which the citizen 
has the taste for 
entrepreneurship because he has 
confidence in his country'. 
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NORTHERN IRELAND 

All-party talks planned 

Following a meeting of the 
British and Irish premiers on 
February, the date of 10 June 
was announced for all-party 
talks among political leaders in 
the six Northern Irish counties. 
Both the British prime minister, 
John Major, and the Irish 
premier, John Bruton, said 
however that Sinn Fein, 
associated with the Irish 
Republican Army, would not be 
allowed to take part unless there 
was a renewed cessation of IRA 
military activities. The previous 
ceasefire, which had lasted for 
nearly two years, had ended 
some weeks before with the 
detonation of a large bomb by 
the IRA in the Docklands 
business and residential complex 
in East London. 

The need for a firm date for 
the talks had been argued 

strongly by John Hume, leader 
of the Social Democratic and 
Labour Party of Northern 
Ireland. Hume later said that he 
had made it clear to the IRA that 
he wanted a renewed cessation 
of violence. 

The British government 
announced plans for an elected 
forum with 110 members to be 
chosen in Northern Ireland on 

30 May as a prelude to the talks. 
The plans for the forum were 
met with some scepticism by 
Northern Irish parties, both 
nationalist and unionist, but all, 
including the SDLP and Sinn 
Fein, said that they would 
present candidates for election. 

PORTUGAL 

Socialist president 

Jorge Sampaia, former leader of 
the Socialist Party, PS, and a 
former mayor of Lisbon, took 
office as president of Portugal 
on 9 March, succeeding Mario 
Soares, also a former PS leader. 

Portugal's Socialist 
government led by Antonio 
Guterres, agreed on 24 January 
a social pact that reduces the 
maximum working week by 
stages from the present 44 
hours, the longest in the 
European Community, to 40. 

The Guterres government 
meanwhile intends to raise 
more funds for social spending 
by selling to the private sector 
power, telecommunications, 
steel, tobacco and other state 
companies. It also plans to 
reduce the budget deficit, 
currently 5.2 per cent of the 
gross national product, to 4.2 
per cent this year, with a view 
to meeting one of the criteria 
for Portugal's entry into 
European monetary union. 

Navin 

Ramgoolam 

John Hume 
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PARAGUAY 

Coup fails 

The Revolutionary Febrerista 
Party, PRF, the Paraguayan 
member of the Socialist 
International, together with 
other democratic forces in 
Paraguay, welcomed the failure 
of a bid in April by General Lino 
Oviedo, the commander of the 
army, to dictate policy to the 
civilian government of President 
Juan Carlos Wasmosy. The 
general demanded to be named 
defence minister and mobilised 
troops to back his demand and 
his bid to become president in 
1998. 

After initially agreeing to the 
general's terms President 
Wasmosy faced popular 
discontent and demonstrations 
and decided to oppose him. 'I 
have decided to break my 
personal commitment, whatever 
the consequences for myself', 
the president said. 

SPAIN 

PSOE nan-owly defeated 

After more than thirteen years 
in government the Spanish 
Socialist Workers' Party; PSOE, 
narrowly lost general elections 
held on 3 March winning 37.48 
per cent of the votes to the 
38.85 per cent won by the 
Popular Party, PP, led by Jose 
Maria Aznar. Aznar has been 
seeking to establish a stable 
coalition government with 
support from the Catalan 
Convergence and Union, CiU. 

Continuing strong support 
for the PSOE in Andalusia, 
where its share of the vote rose 
from 38.1 per cent in 1994 to 
44.6 per cent, was among the 
factors which prevented the PP 
claiming a parliamentary 
majority. The PSOE also did well 
in Extremadura. 

The PSOE leader Felipe 
Gonzalez, who, after the results 
came in, recommended to King 
Juan. Carlos that Aznar should be 
asked to form a government, 
maintains a high level of 
personal popularity. He 
committed the party to defend 
'the interests of the new Spain 
through a rigorous but 
responsible policy of opposition'. 

Gonzalez has pointed to the 
narrowness of the PP's majority 
of 300,000 votes over the PSOE. 
Speaking in the Italian city of 
Turin at a mass meeting called 
by the Italian Party of the 
Democratic Left as part of its 
election campaign, Gonzalez 
declared, 'We will be wining 
again soon and governing'. 
Spanish public opinion polls, 
which had forecast that the PP 
would achieve a lead of up to 11 
percentage points over PSOE, 
lost credibility when the PP 
advantage turned out to be less 
than 1.5 per cent. 

SWEDEN 

New premier 

Goran Persson is Sweden's new 
prime minister and leader of the 
Social Democratic Party, SAP, 
(see Profile page 12). He 
succeeded Ingvar Carlsson after 
the SAP congress held in 
Stockholm on 15-17 March. 
Carlsson had given notice last 
year of his desire to retire from 
the premiership. 

Erik Aasbrink succeeds 
Persson as finance minister. The 
new SAP government also 
includes Lena Hjelm-Wallen 
(minister for foreign affairs), 
Thage G Peterson (defence), Carl 
Tham (education), Annika 
Aahnberg (agriculture), Bjorn 
von Sydow (trade), Jorgen 
Andersson (interior), Ines 
Uusmann (communications), 
Margot Wallstrom (social 
affairs), Anders Sundstrom 
(industry), Margareta Winberg 
(employment), Marita Ulvskog 
(culture), Anna Lindh 
(environment) and Laila 
Freivalds (justice). 

Sweden's new leader has 
emphasised the need to reduce 
the budget deficit from the 
present 7 per cent of the gross 
national product to 3 per cent 
next year and to nil in 1998. At 
the same time he has pledged to 
cut unemployment by half by 
the end of the century. 

'The government can under 
no circumstances accept that the 
welfare state will once again be 
undermined by large deficits 
and a galloping state debt', 
Persson declared. 

The party has meanwhile 
increased its popularity as 
measured by the public opinion 
polls. 
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TH� CURRENT 
[;(ot-bMIC RECoYEI\Y 
�AS CREATED OVER 

7.5 MILLION JOBS .. 

LAST WORD 

'Make 1996 a year for not 
visiting Burma.' 

Aung San Suu Kyi 

Employment trends in the tourism sector. From the Chicago Tribune and the 
Bulletin of the International Union of Food and Allied Workers, IUF. 

'There are more members of 
parliament called John than 

there are Honourable Ladies in 
this House'. 

Labour member Tessa Jowell sums up 
the gender-imbalance in the British· 

House of Commons. 

'How have we come to accept that technology, the 
growth in productivity and the globalisation of the 

economy bring unemployment - when common 
sense tells us that they should bring free time and 

employment for all?' 

Ramon Jauregui Atondo, secretary of the 
Basque Socialist Party, PSE, writing in the 

Madrid daily El Pais. 

'Does your employer have to know whether you 
carry a trade union card or have a disease? 

Can they oblige you to wear a security tag to 
be able to locate you throughout the day, or 

install security cameras wherever they like? Can 
your employer prohibit you from growing a 
beard or getting married? The answer to all 
these quesions is, in principle, no. But only in 

principle, because most national legislation hos 
nothing to soy on the matter.' 

Free Labour World, journal of the International 
Confederation of Free Trade Unions 

'The macroeconomic approach hos become 
inadequate ... Of at least equal importance is the 
human and social component. Without parallel 
social development, there will be no satisfactory 

economic development.' 

James Wolfensohn, president of the World Bank 




