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4 The Socialist International, 
continuity and renewal 

The Socialist International is today the foremost international 
political organisation. Its strength is the result of the many battles 
the SI has won in the struggle for the political, geographical and 
ideological extension and consolidation of social democracy. This 
strength is a major asset at a time when, as it prepares for its last 
Congress of the twentieth century, the International is thinking 
about its adaptation to new circumstances, reflecting on its renewal, 
and looking forward to its future. But it is above all the result of a 
long history. 

The Socialist International is the heir of the great struggles of the 
workers' movement. At the end of the 19th century, industrialisation 
brought about the development of trade unions and national 
workers' parties, which very rapidly became aware of the need to 
join together to gain a strength which they did not have individually, 
and to organise on an international �cale. It was the Second 
International which, on its creation, declared the 1 May to be 
International Labour Day, its first demand being the eight-hour day. 
What had emerged already was an awareness of the need for both 
unity and internationalisation for the defence of socialist values. 

There is no doubt that at that time the international socialist 
movement was weakened by two great tests. First of all, in 1914 it 
defended the noble cause of peace, in an attempt which was 
unfortunately unsuccessful" in warding off the inevitable. It then 
had to suffer the Communist schism. But it survived these dramatic 
events, because it held on to its values and its ideals. 

After 1945, however, its post-War reconstruction involved the 
reconstitution of the Socialist International, at Frankfurt in 1951. 
The declaration of principles adopted on that occasion recalls that 
'the social justification of economic progress lies in the 
emancipation of the individual', and that the objective of socialism 
is an 'international democracy' which guarantees 'national 
freedom, respect for human rights, and peace'. 

Thus began a new period for international socialism. In its opposition both to 
exploitative capitalism and to oppressive Communism, it already represented a third 
way. It embodied an·alternative, that of social democracy which was beginning to be put 
into practice in certain European countries, and which had a definitive succ�ss with the 
welfare state in Scandinavia. It offered a model which reconciled economic progress and 
social justice, development and democracy, freedom and the pursuit of peace. 

Over the years, the International thus established its identity. This is based on a 
shared commitment to a specific project based on one single value, both domestically 
and internationally: solidarity. 

It is thanks to this solidarity that the SI has travelled the century now coming to an 
end at the side of all those who have fought for democracy, justice and human rights, 
and that it has played a key role in the peace-making process. This battle continues 
today. In the Middle East, where one can see, unfortunately, the striking contrast 
between the politics of the right and of the left; in Bosnia, where our friend Carlos 
Westendorp is leading a remarkable project of reconstruction; in Central America, where 
the determination of Oscar Arias has brought about the re-establishment of peace; in 
\."orthern Ireland, where the efforts of John Hume, Dick Spring and Tony Blair have led 

Pierre Mauroy, 
the president of the Socialist 

International, argues that 
looking forward does not 

mean turning away 
from the past 



Socialist Affairs Issue 2 Volume 47 

to an unprecedented agreement. 5 
It is thanks to this solidarity that the SI approaches the next century more deeply 

rooted and strengthened than ever, which makes it a natural recourse in the struggle 
against political oppression and the power of money. 

The SI has taken deeper root because over recent years it has been able to create new 
regional committees and develop appropriate structures: the Forum for Democracy and 
Solidarity, which has allowed the establishment of social democracy in the countries of 
Eastern and Central Europe, particularly through the co-ordinated efforts of the social 
democratic foundations; the Committee on Local Authorities, which has developed 
social democratic responses to the problems of urban life; the Africa Initiative, created 
to support the struggle for the setting up and consolidation of democracy in that very 
complex continent. 

It has grown in world stature because it has been able to gather together those 
disappointed in their hopes, and has attracted new parties who see membership of the 
SI as a form of recognition and legitimation. The SI included less than 20 organisations 
when it was reconstituted in 1951, and hardly more than 40 in 1976, while it brought 
together 111 in 1992 and 139 today, from the reforming Communists of Eastern Europe 
to African liberation movements, from the Chilean socialists to the Mexican PRD, from 
Fatah' to the Mongolian social democrats, from the left in Bosnia to the left in Georgia. 

The International today then has a rich ideological, historical and political inheritance, 
of which it is legitimately proud. But it is also faced by a demand that comes with every 
inheritance: not to allow it to fall into decline, and above all, not to betray it. 

There is no danger today of this inheritance dwindling away. The SI is solidly 
established on every continent. From its very beginnings, in Europe, for a long time in 
Latin America, and more recently in Africa and Asia. It is the only organisation where 
the leaders of social democratic parties of every continent can meet together, either in 
power or in opposition. 

The first responsibility of the International then is to be true to its values. If over the 
course of this century it has been able to adapt and renew itself, if it has made progress 
in developing its ideas, in its expansion, in its openness, it is because it combines 
continuity and renewal, tradition and modernity. Far from being a burden, this 
connection with the past is an asset, and this conviction was recently reaffirmed by Wim 
Kok in the admirable phrase: 'Preparing for the future without destroying the past'. 

The Socialist International today faces two challenges which it has to meet 
successfully. It will do so, because for a political organisation what is necessary is 
possible. 

The first is the challenge of openness .. In 1951 the International was essentially 
European. Today, it is still strongest in Europe. In twelve of the fifteen countries of the 
European Union, and soon perhaps in thirteen, if Gerhard Schroder wins the elections 
in Germany this autumn, as everything leads one to believe; socialists are in 
government, either alone or in coalition. The successive victories of Tony Blair and 
Lionel Jospin mark a decisive turning point for European socialists. At this time when 
the construction of Europe is entering a decisive phase, this confers on them the 
responsibility to devote themselves to this goal as a priority. 

The risk today, however, is that the SI may become the victim of its own success. The 
Europeans have duties of which they are, indeed, very aware. They must continue to 
prioritise the multilateral aspect of their work in the SI,· so that parties from other 
continents need not fear a return to the Eurocentrism for which the organisation was 
criticised for a long time. 

It is important then to make contact with new partners outside Europe. In this spirit, 
Tony Blair has proposed opening a dialogue with the Democrats of the United States. 
This dialogue, indeed, goes back a long way, for it was fi.rst born in the darkest days of 
depression and of the struggle against Nazism. Tage Erlander, the Swedish Prime 
Minister, then took up the initiative again. The French Socialist Party and others 
continued the dialogue in the Eighties, and it found durable form in the International 
Confederation of Free Trade Unions, of which the AFL-CIO has always been a member, 
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Exploring alternatives for peace 

::.., order to understand Algeria we must not lose sight of what the military has done 
s:...,ce independence. It is a system organised on the Stalinist model with, however, one 
= portant structural difference. In the countries of the East the single party system was 
controlled by the army and the KGB but in Algeria it is the reverse: the army entrusts 
the control of the single party and of society as a whole and the institutions of the state 
"o :'vlilitary Security, MS, the political police. 

Such is the nub of the problem. Behind the fa<;:ade of civilian institutions and in the 
name variously of patriotism, of Islam, of socialism or of Arabism, the army and the MS 
dominate the state and society. 

If this basic fact is not part of any analysis, one cannot be surprised if the situation 
proves incomprehensible. The system's ability to manipulate has resulted in the 
struggles for democracy, undertaken and mercilessly suppressed for nearly 35 years, 
being hidden. 

The system has pushed into oblivion its own first responsibility for the appearance of 
political Islamism and the support it has never stopped giving to the most activist 
branches of this movement . The practice of playing these tendencies against the 
democratic movement, going so far as to assure them of impunity for any provocation 
they may cause in the universities and in working class districts, has become a 
traditional method of politically controlling society. 

There is a widespread belief that the Algerian army is non-religious; but is it not the 
case that under military regime Islam has been declared the state religion (in 1963), and 
that the family code - a compilation of reactionary orthodoxy which has made a pariah 
of the Algerian woman - was adopted by the last government in 1984? 

The political use of Islam by the regime has transformed the mosques into privileged 
places and a means of propaganda to legitimise and explain the three famous 
re\·olutions of the 1970s - in culture, on the land and in industry. These revolutions have 
certainly been alluded to in the Western press and among Western intellectuals. For 
Algerians they have meant the ravaging of schools, the wild exodus to the cities, a 
rootless youth crushed by unemployment, and a powerful and wealthy nomenklatura 
who moan and despise the 'natives'. 

There is thus a real continuity in the government strategy of managing Islamist violence. 
Its basic objective was to put an end to the transition to democracy and instead to put in 
its place a 'normalisation process' of the sort envisaged by Brezhnev. The state of 
emergency, which has smothered freedom of expression, information and participation, 
has allowed it to neutralise all opposition forces in civil and political society, and above all 
to make them invisible to the international community. Its security strategy has been to 
shut off the field of politics to allow bi-polar violence - thanl.<s to the systematic isolation 
of . .\lgeria. Thanks to its powerful allies and lobbyists, it has been able to hide the real 
. litical equation which is the will of the military regime to halt any change of 
go\·emment, or any formula for sharing power within society, in order to perpetuate its 
. ri,·ileges and the monopolies it enjoys. 

C t off from everyday life in Algeria by censorship and manipulation of information, 
,·:or d opinion ends up by turning to the equation manufactured by the psychological 
2 :.:o of the army, for example: 'The Army - last bulwark against the fundamentalist 
::..re.at' . 

. -\s for the Algerian population, made invisible by the double terror and the lack of 
::..�:o::-::nation, it does not exist. Despite this, everything has changed with the imposing 

e::i.o trations organised throughout the country and principally in the ·capital. Of 
·..:.._-x, there has been barefaced fraud which has not spared even parties allied, or close,
::-.e authorities.
-::-:-.e trickeries habitual in colonial times have been surpassed. The stuffing of the ballot

_ - on an unprecedented scale and the intervention of the army, of the gendarmes and
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Parliamentary Diary 

Hard choices after 
the triumph 

On 1 May 1997 the British Labour Party was 
returned to power with 419 Members of 
Parliament (MPs), an unprecedented massive 
overall majority of 179 MPs. The Conservatives 
were reduced to jusi: 165 and there are now 46 
Liberal Democrats. 

The Conservatives were humiliated with a 
string of Government Ministers and MPs in 
formerly 'safe' semi-rural constituencies being 
swept out of Parliament. There are now no 
Conservatives in the whole· of Scotland or 
Wales. Labour has 57 out of 72 MPs in London. 
Labour's victory margin was much greater than 
we had even hoped for. The size of our majority 

was reinforced .by our first past the post 
electoral system and by former Conservatives 
either switching to Labour;deciding not to vote 
or to vote for the extreme anti-Europe 
Referendum Party set up by the late Sir James 
Goldsmith. 

Qn that historic day, a year ago, we all 
knew that we faced a great challenge. Despite 
all our efforts to reduce them prior to polling 
day, expectations of rapid change were very 
high. 

learning the lessons of our defeats in 1979, 
19 3, 1987 and 1992, we had fought this election 
as one united Labour Party in contrast to the 
··,-ided Conservatives. Labour had made clear

"he campaign and in our manifesto, in our
'�i,·e early pledges' and in our 'ten point 
o. tract with the people', that we had not

_ �omised to scrap or reverse everything that the
Co:1Servatives · had done in those bleak
:iserable eighteen years of impotent
O?_ osition. The new Prime Minister, Tony Blair,
= · e clear straight away that we had been
e�� ·ed as 'new Labour' and that we would

5 ·:em as 'new Labour'. Some Party members 
=.:-. · long term activists may have been 
.::.:.:-__ ointed by this, but it would hardly have 
.: ::-.e as a surprise. 

Mike 
Gapes 

We had said in our Manifesto that we would 
keep within the existing departmental 
expenditure plans inherited from the 
Conservatives for two years and would not 
increase the basic rate or top rate of income 
tax for the lifetime of a Parliament. We all 
knew that we needed not one but several 
terms of Labour government to put right the 
wrongs of the Conservatives and to rebuild, 
reunite and rejuvenate our country. We had 
made it clear emphatically and repeatedly that 
there were no easy options, only hard choices 
which we, unlike the weak and divided 
Conservatives, were prepared to take. We had 
said that we could not wave a magic wand 
overnight to put right all the wrongs in society 
in this country and internationally and no-one 
would have believed us if we had suggested 
anything else. 

The new government has made a good· start. 
We have had a packed legislative programme. 
We have introduced a ban on landmines. We 

established the new Department for 
International Development. We took Britain 
back into UNESCO, something for which I had 
campaigned for years and am very pleased 
about. We introduced an 'ethical foreign policy'. 

We put Britain's relations with our European 
partners back on an even keel. We signed the 
European Social Chapter and helped negotiate 
a successful Amsterdam Treaty including an 
Employment Chapter. We are now bringing in 
an ambitious 'Welfare to Work' programme for 
the young and long term unemployed. We are 
introducing a National Minimum Wage. We are 
introducing measures to combat crime and 
social exclusion. We are planning a massive 
expansion of child care and after school clubs. 

Scotland and Wales have already voted in 
separate referenda to endorse our devolution 
proposals for a Scottish Parliament and Welsh 

. Assembly. We have made strenuous efforts to 
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ABOUT THE 

SOCIALIST 

INTERNATIONAL 

The Socialist International is the worldwide organisation of socialist, 
social democratic and labour parties. It is the oldest and largest 
international political association and now brings together 139 
parties and organisations from all continents. The Socialist 
International, whose origins go back to the early international 
organisations of the labour movement of the last century, has existed 
in its present form since 1951 when it was re-established at the 
Frankfurt Congress. ·· · 

The International provides its members with a forum for political 
action, policy discussion, dialogue and exchange. Its statements and 
decisions advise member organisations and the international 
community of consens_us views wit,t1in the global family of socialist, 
social democratic and labour parties and organisations. 

The late Willy Brandt, former chancellor of Germany, was 
president of the Socialist International from 1976 to 1992. 

Pierre Mauroy, form�r prime minister of France, was elected 
president in 1992 and re-elected by the lnternational's XX Congress 
in 1996. Luis Ayala (Chile), who was first elected secretary general by 
the Stockholm Congress in 1989, was re-elected by the Congress in 
1996. 

The Congress, which meets every three years, and the Council 
(including all member parties and organisations), which meets twice 
a year, are tht supreme decision-making bodies of the Socialist 
International. Meetir,gs of the presidium and party leaders are also 
held from time to time, as well as special conferences on particular 
topics and issues. 

Committees and study groups have been established for work on 
Africa; Asia and the Pacific; Central and Eastern Europe; Economic 
�olicy, pevelopment and the Environment; Human Rights; Latin 
America and the Caribbean; Local Authorities; the Mediterranean; the 
Middle East; Peace, Security and Disarmament; and Finance and 
Administration. These committees and study groups have specific 
prograrl)mes of work and meet regularly. The Socialist International 
also frequently sends missions and delegations to various countries or 
regions. 

The Socialist International, as a non-governmental organisation, 
has consultative status (Category I) with the United Nations, and 
works internationally with many other organisations. 



Full member parties 

Social Democratic Party, PSD, Albania 
Socialist Forces Front, FFS, Algeria 
Popular Socialist Party, PSP, Argentina 
People's Electoral Movement, MEP, Aruba 
Australian Labor Party, ALP .. 
Social Democratic Party of Austria, SPO 
Barbados Labour Party 
Socialist Party, PS, Belgium 
Socialist Party, SP, Belgium 
Revolutionary Left Movement, MIR, Bolivia 
Democratic Labour Party, PDT, Brazil 
Bulgarian Social Democratic Party, BSDP 
Party for Democracy and Progress, PDP, Burkina Faso 
New Democratic Party, NDP/NPD, Canada 
African Independence Party of Cape Verde, PAICV 
Party for Democracy, PPD, Chile 
Social Democratic Radical Party, PRSD, Chile 
Socialist Party of Chile, PS 
National Liberation Party, PLN, Costa Rica 
Movement for a New Antilles, MAN, Cura�ao 
EDEK Socialist Party of Cyprus 
Czech Social Democratic Party, CSSD 
Social Democratic Party, Denmark 
Dominican Revolutionary Party, PRD, Dominican Republic 
Democratic Left Party, PID, Ecuador 
National Democratic Party, NDP, Egypt 
M65dukad, Estonia 
Finnish Social Democratic Party, SDP 
Socialist Party, PS, France 
Social Democratic Party of Germany, SPD 
The Labour Party, Great Britain 
Panhellenic Socialist Movement, PASOK, Greece 
Social Democratic Party, PSD, Guatemala 
Party of the National Congress of Democratic Movements, 

KONAKOM, Haiti 
Revolutionary Progressive Nationalist Party of Haiti, PANPRA 
Hungarian Socialist Party, MSzP 
Social Democratic Party, Iceland 
The Labour Party, Ireland 
Israel Labour Party 
United Workers' Party of Israel, MAPAM

Democratic Party of the Left, PDS, Italy 
Italian Democratic Socialist Party, PSDI 
Italian Socialists, 51 
Ivory Coast Popular Front, FPI 
People's National Party, PNP, Jamaica 
Social Democratic Party, SDP, Japan 
Latvian Social Democratic Workers' Party, LSDSP 
Progressive Socialist Party, PSP, Lebanon 
Lithuanian Social Democratic Party, LSDP 
Luxembourg Socialist Workers' Party, LSAP/POSL 
Democratic Action Party, OAP, Malaysia 
Malta Labour Party 
Mauritius Labour Party 
Party of Democratic Revolution, PRO, Mexico 
Mongolian Social Democratic Party, MSDP 
Socialist Union of Popular Forces, USFP, Morocco 
Labour Party, PvdA, Netherlands 
New Zealand Labour Party, NZLP 
Sandinista National Liberation Front, FSLN, Nicaragua 
Social Democratic and Labour Party, SDLP, Northern Ireland 
Norwegian Labour Party, DNA 
Revolutionary Febrerista Party, PRF, Paraguay 
Social Democracy of the Republic of Poland, SdRP 
Union of Labour, UP, Poland 
Socialist Party, PS, Portugal 
Puerto Rican Independence Party, PIP 
San Marino Socialist Party, PSS 
Socialist Party, PS, Senegal 
Party of the Democratic Left, SDL, Slovak Republic 
Social Democratic Party of Slovakia, SDSS 
United List of Social Democrats , ZL, Slovenia 
Spanish Socialist Workers' Party, PSOE 
Swedish Social Democratic Party, SAP 
Social Democratic Party of Switzerland 
Constitutional Democratic Assembly, RCD, Tunisia 
Republican People's Party, CHP, Turkey 
Democratic Socialists of America, DSA, USA 
Social Democrats USA, SOUSA 
Democratic Action, AD, Venezuela 

Members 

Consultative parties 

Radical Civic Union, UCR, Argentina 
Social Democratic Front, SDF, Cameroon 
Liberal Party of Colombia, PLC 
Dominica Labour Party 
Convergence for Social Democracy, CPDS, Equatorial Guinea 
Fiji Labour Party 
Gabonese Party for Progress, PCP 
SIUt\llUT, Greenland 
Working People's Alliance, WPA, Guyana 
Party for National Unity, VITM, Madagascar 
African Party for Solidarity and Justice, ADEMNPASJ, Mali 
Mauritius Militant Movement, MMM 
Institutional Revolutionary Party, PRI, Mexico 
Frelimo Party, Mozambique 
Nepali Congress Party 
Party for Democracy and Socialism of Niger, PNDS 
Pakistan People's Party, PPP 
Democratic Revolutionary Party, PRD, Panama 
Peruvian Aprista Party, PAP 
Philippines Democratic Socialist Party, PDSP 
Democratic Party of Romania, PD 
Romanian Social Democratic Party, PSDR 
St. Kitts-Nevis Labour Party 
St. Lucia Labour Party, SLP 
Unity Labour Party, St. Vincent & the Grenadines 
Popular Unity Movement, MUP, Tunisia 
People's Electoral Movement, MEP, Venezuela 

Observer parties 

Popular Movement for the Liberation of Angola, MPLA 
ARF Armenian Socialist Party 
Social Democratic Party of Azerbaijan, SDPA 
Democratic Union of Progressive Forces, UDFP, Benin 
Movement for Democracy and Social Progress, MDPS, Benin 
Social Democratic Party, SDP BiH, Bosnia & Herzegovina 
Union of Bosnian and Herzegovian Social Democrats, UBSD 
Botswana National Front, BNF 
Patriotic Front for Progress, FPP, Central African Republic 
M-1 9 Democratic Alliance, Colombia
Democratic Party, PD, El Salvador
Citizen's Union of Georgia, CUG
Lavalas Political Organisation, OPL, Haiti
Hungarian Social Democratic Party, MSzDP
Janata Dal, India
Democratic Party of Iranian Kurdistan, PDKI, Iran
Social Democratic Union of Macedonia, SDUM, Former Yugoslav

Republic of Macedonia 
Social Democratic Party of Moldova 
Social Democratic Party of Montenegro, SDPM 
Fatah, Te;;ito;ies unde; Palestinian Authority 

Fraternal organisations 

International Falcon Movement/Socialist Educational International, 
IFM/SEI 

International Union of Socialist Youth, IUSY 
Socialist International Women, SIW 

Associated organisations 

Asia-Pacific Socialist Organisation, APSO 
Parliamentary Group of the Party of European Socialists 
International Federation of the Socialist and Democratic Press, 

IFSDP 
International League of Religious Socialists 
International Union of Socialist Democratic Teachers, IUSDT 
Jewish Labour Bund, JLB 
Labour Sports International, CSIT 
Party of European Socialists, PES 
World Labour Zionist Movement, WLZM 

25 



















































I .... 
I 

cratic Party, 
out 
of NATO, 

foreign and 
central aim. 

"Iitary pact 
at goal and 

-=: :._ government, 
:: = _ eople's Party 

__ ......__ == ?position to 

-= :teld in the Tirol 
- .:..= SPOe increased

- :s :nayors from 18

l ...._,_,d Sa::aeg,wina 

· i.ster for

lndependent 

:::::=:::::::z:-- :: :1.ahonal unity in 
:::-__ ian Serb 

__ · • and gave support 
atisation and 
ew prime 

ady signed 
· his police

· and ethnic
_ -..-::5, to issue common 

-:: - es:ablish a common 
-=��-;: '""- .: :.:cence plates and 

_ =- _ roper budget. 

Socialist Notebook 

Burma 

Killings made public 

Amnesty International 
announced in April that the 
Burmese army killed hundreds of 
people from the Shan ethnic 
minority and forced at least 
300,000 to flee their homes. The 
European Parliament called for 
the European Union to impose 
economic sanctions against the 
military regime inter alia for its 
conduct in the Shan territories 
and its use of forced labour. 

50th anniversary of.

independence 

Aung San Suu Kyi, the Burmese 
opposition leader and Nobel 
prize winner whose cause has 
long been championed by the SI, 
linked her country's golden 
jubilee of independence with the 
50th anniversary of the Universal 
Declaration on Human Rights by 
calling for greater enjoyment of 
human rights for the Burmese 
people . 

The opposition leader continues 
to campaign for dialogue with 
the ruling authorities and 
appealed to leaders of the 
Association of South-East Asian 
Nations, ASEAN, gathering in 
Bangkok, to apply pressure on 
the military junta running the 
country. 'Without political 
change, I do not think there will 
be stability in Burma, nor will 
there be sustainable economic 
development', she commented 
from her house to which she was 
confined by the military for 
several years. 

Canada 

NOP comes to Europe 

Alexa McDonough, leader of the 
New Democratic Party of 
Canada, led a delegation to the 
Netherlands at the beginning of 
March to study the Dutch 
economy. The delegation, 
composed of economists and 
labour market analysts, 
continued for meetings in 
Brussels with the European 
Parliament and the European 
Commission. 
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