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A VEAR OF REVOLUTIONS 

NEVER TO BE FORGOTTEN 

At the beginning of the Nineties we are opening a new chapter in European 
history. In 1989, the year of revolutions, never to be forgotten, the era of 
narrow-minded confrontation and artificial division of this continent ended. 
With the whole of Europe and my own country in mind, I see that those 
elements which belong together are indeed growing together. This is happening, 
of course, with a good deal of differences and even contradictions. But there is 
no sure progress without setbacks. 

The revolutionary wave in the eastern part of Europe has many origins. First 
of all, there have been the right people in the right place at the right time: 
notably a leader in Moscow with a unique feeling for the 'lessons of life', who 
faces up to sombre realities. The clever people in Budapest and at the round 
tables in Warsaw and elsewhere have been protected. Moreover hundreds of 
thousands of courageous men and women have been spurred into demanding 
true democracy on the streets of Leipzig, Prague and Bucharest. They have 
achieved revolution by the overwhelming power of their united cry, 'We are the 
people'. 

Secondly, glasnost and modern telecommunications have revealed the structural 
reasons for fundamental change in Central and Eastern Europe: high-handed 
central planning had resulted in economic mismanagement, technological 
backwardness and environmental destruction. Spoon-feeding from the top 
suffocated creativity and initiative at the bottom. There was no doubt that the 
command system of communist rule had reached a dead end. Even in places 
where this fact used to be fanatically denied it has been realised that socialism 
without democracy cannot work - and in my opinion does not deserve to be 
called socialism. 

Thanks to Gorbachev's powers of persuasion even his Central Committee 
seems willing to swallow the bitter medicine of pluralism. But the one-party 
system has done so much harm to the basic notion of a political party that ideas 
of new 'movements' are being floated - and not only in Poland. Due tribute 
should be given to groups concentrating on human rights, ecology etc., but I 
have serious doubts that one could establish parliamentary democracy without 
some kind of party system. 

Multi-party democracy will have been introduced, or re-introduced, by the 
middle of this year in all Eastern European countries except arch-stalinist 
Albania. The Soviet Union will follow, if it does not experience major set-backs. 
I will resist predicting the outcome of parliamentary elections, but we have 
already noticed a renaissance of social democracy, the revival of traditional 
parties and, at the same time, the transformation of former communist parties 
into forces claiming a fresh ideological foundation based on democratic socialism. 
The latter part of the process is observed with interest but also with scepticism . 
. -\nyhow, the increasing demand in many places for our ideas and practical 
experience indicates that what the Socialist International has to offer is far 
from being the worst available in the 'world political market'. 

A new chapter in 

European history is 

opening. Willy Brandt, 

President of the Socialist 

International, looks 

forward to how it could 

develop - and _warns 

against any reduction in 

concern for the 

developing world. 




































































































































